'A 

TREATISE 

O  N  T  H  E 

PLAGUE 

AND 


Peftilential  Fevers, 

WITH 


Some  Ufeful  Hints,  for  the  better 
Prevention  and  Cure. 


Together  with 

Some  Ohfervatiom^  on  the  Pestilential 
Fever  now  raging  among  the  Horned 


Cattle  : 


AND 


The  Reafons  for  the  Necessity  of  re5fifying 
the  prefent  ill  State  of  Physic,  in  this 
Nation. 


^um  Aer  inquin  ament  is  hnjufmodi  qua:  Hominum  na- 
turce  advcrfantur,  plcnus  fuerit^  tunc  Homines 
a  grot  ant,  ^tando  vero^  alteri  cuidam  Animan- 
TiUM  generic  Aer  inconnnodus  fuerit^  tunc  eo  tnorho 
corripitur,  Hippoc.  de  Miafmatis. 


LONDON: 

Prmted  for  J.  Robinson,  at  the  Golden  Lwn^ 
LndgaU-Jhect,  m  p  c  C  L  i . 


PREFACE. 


f  B  "1  HE  very  great  Apprehenfions  anJ 

1  Fears  which  poffefs  our  Nation 
whenever  the  Plague  rages  in  fo- 
feign  Parts,  we  prefume,  make  it  not  unfea- 
fonable,  at  this  Time,  to  lay  before  the 
Public  the  Matters  of  Fa^  concerning  the 
InfeBion  of  the  Plague  and  its  fprcading ; 
>colled;ed  from  the  befl  Records  of  Plagues, 
and  efpecially  from  the  late  authentic  "Jour- 
nal  of  the  Plague  of  MarfeiUes :  Becaufe  by 
this  means,  we  fliall  be  able  to  Jhew^  that  the 
Plague  is  feldom^  if  ever^  tranjplanted  front 
foreign  Countries^  or  from  the  P  erf  on  of  one 
Man  into  that  of  another :  fo  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  by  duly  confidering  thefe  FadtSy  may  be 
enabled  to  judge  for  themfelves,  whether 
there  is  really  fufficient  Foundation  for  that 
great  Fear,  which  feems  fo  univerfally  to  pof- 
fefs  them,  whenever  they  hear  of  the  Plague 
in  any  diftant  Country. 

However,  as  the  Plague,  that  very  ter-- 
rible  Difeafcy  may  be  the  Product  of  every 
Country ;  and  it  may  therefore  be  our  great 
Uiihappinefs  to  be  vifited  with  that  Calami¬ 
ty  \  we  have  thought  it  not  improper,  at 
the  fame  Time,  to  give  fome  rational  Hints 
and  Diredlions  for  Prevention  and  Cure-y 
chiefly  colleded  from  the  Obfervations  and 
Experiences  recorded  in  the  belt  Accounts  of 
Plagues:  And  likewife  to  drew,  how  we 
may  be  able  to  make  the  beft  Ufe  of  theEx- 

A  z  perience 


PREFACE. 

perience  of  others,  for  our  own  Safety  and 
benefit :  Not  doubting  but  every  duly  qua? 
lifted  Phyfician,  by  carefully  confulting  the 
Methods  of  Prevention  and  Cure  in  tkofe  Re^ 
corels^  and  diligently  comparing  the  Cafes 
therein  related,  together  with  the  Things 
which  proved  beneficial  or  hurtful  in  the  jeve^ 
ralPJagues ;  may  be  fully  furnifhed  with  Me¬ 
thods  of  Prevention  and  Cure^  fufficient  to  di¬ 
rect  his  Pradtice  with  Succefs  in  all  Times  of 
Refiilencey  tho'  he  may  never  before  have 
feen  any  one  fick  of  the  Plague :  So  great  an 
Advantage  may  the  fkilful  Phyfician  make 
of  the  Obfervations  and  Expcrieiices  of  others,' 
yihtu  judicioufiy  ^v\A  Jaithfully  recorded. 

The  many  Fadls  we  have  produced  from 
the  Records  of  Plagues^  concerning  the  Infiec-^ 
tion  and  Jpr ending  of  this  Difeafe,  we  verily 
think,  cannot  fail  of  abating  that  unreafon- 
able  Fear  and  Prejudice  which  is  fo  common 
to  the  People.  And  we  hope,  the  Hints  and' 
Diredtions  given,  for  Prevention  and  Cure^ 
taken  chiefly  from  the  beforementioned  Re-^ 
cords  of  Plagues,  will  alfo  appear  reafonable  \ 
which  cannot  but  be  Matter  of  Confolation 
to  every  Lover  of  Mankind  \  not  only  while 
he  obferves,  that  he  is  thus  reafonably  guard¬ 
ed  again  ft  excejjive  Fears  5  but  can  alfo  aflure 
hirnfelf,  that,  if  the  Means  are  ufed  in  Fhne^ 
we  are  not  altogether  left  without  a  Remedy^ 
in  both  thefe  Cafes,  I  mean,  the  Prevention 
and  Cure  of  this  worft  of  Calamities ;  which 
^t  one  time  or  other,  as  Experience  confirms, 
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hiay  make  its  dreadful  Inroads  on  every  Cottn« 
try :  And  as  all  Phyficians  agree,  that  the 
VDorJl  Kinds  of  the  epidemical  Small  Pgx^  the 
mod  fatal  Diftemper  of  cur  Nation^  bear  a 
very  great  Similitude  to  the  Plague  of  Pefii- 
lence-,  we  have  alfo  ventured,  out  of  tender 
Regard  to  our  Country,  to  give  our  Opinion 
concerning  a  more  faje  and  certain  Method  of 
Prad;ice  in  the  epidemical  Small  Pox  ;  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  Hints  and  Siiccejjes  recorded  in 
the  Accounts  of  Plagues :  And  fliould  it  fo 
happen,  that  the  Method  we  have  here  pro- 
pofed  fI:iould  not  appear  reafonahle^  or  on 
Trial  be  found  unfuccefsfiil  ‘y  yet  we  hope,  it 
may  excite  other  Phyficians  to  endeavour  to 
flrike  out,  or  inveftigate,  a  more  certain  and 
fate  Method  of  treating  the  worjl  Kinds  of  the 
epidemical  Small  Pox-,  which,  in  our  Nation, 
oftentimes  proves  little  inferior  to  the  Plague 
itfelf. 

W  E  have  alfo  communicated  the  Method 
and  Medicme  for  the  Cure  of  the  Plague  and 
pejlilential  Fevers^  whdfe  Excellency  has  been 
with  the  greateft  Succefs  often  experienced, 
in  the  very  worjl  Kinds  of  Fevers  and  which 
we  have  Reafon  to  hope,  may  prove  the  pe~ 
culiar  and  proper  Alexiphannic  for  curing  the 
Plague  andi  peflilehtial  Fevers:  But,  ftouid  it 
pleafe  God,  for  the  Punifliment  of  our  Sins, 
to  fuffer  this  Nation  to  be  vifited  with  the 
Plagute  of  Pef  Hence,  before  fome  effectual 
Remedy  be  firjl  found  out  again  ft  the  prcfent 
Plague  of  ^iackery,  our  People  mufl  needs 
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be  in  moft  deplorable  Circuniftances ;  as,  by 
melancholy  Experience,  but  too  plainly  ap¬ 
pears  from'  innumerable  Inftances  (in  our 
daily  NewS'  Papers)  of  fanciful,  inconfiftent^ 
infolent,  and  moft  pernicious  Means  of  Cure, 
both  for  Man  and  Beaft.  In  the  prefent 
Plague  among  our  Cattle,  for  Inftance,^  with 
what  wild,  what  abfurd,  what  whimfical  Re- 
cipeSy  and  inconfiftent  Means  of  Cure^  have 
the  Public,  from  time  to  time,  been  varioufly 
amufed  and  di (traded  ?  While  the  raiiofial 
and  proper  Means  have  been  grofsly  negled- 
ed.  Should  this  Nation  therefore  be  fo  pe¬ 
culiarly  unhappy,  as  to  be  vifited  with  the 
Plague  of  Peftilence^  whilft  this  great  Inun¬ 
dation  oi  ^ackery  fubftfts,  ftis  not  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  how  greatly  the  People  of  all  Sorts 
may  fuffer  from  thefe  bold,  and  ignorant  Pre¬ 
tenders^  the  moft  injallible  Deftroyers  of 
Health  :  And  fince  the  befl  Means  hitherto 
made  ufe  of,  to  flop  Spreading  oi theSick- 

nefs  among  the  Cattle,  have  not  had  the  de¬ 
filed  Efted,  other  means  (hould  be  fought 
afier,  and  fuch  as  fl;iall  appear  moft  rational^ 
will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  approv’d  of,  by  our 
Superiors^  and  be  forthwith  put  in  Execution  : 
But,  where  Prevention  fails,  a  proper  Method 
cf  Cure  ought  to  take  place,  and  that,  before 
it  be  too  late;  and  here,  we  think,  it  no  way 
unbecoming  the  Dignity  of  the  learned  Phy- 
fician,  to  give  his  Opinion  :  efpecially  in  a 
Matter  of  fuch  public  Concern,  and  not  al¬ 
together,  out  of  his  own  Province. 


T  H  E 


t 

'  I  i>.  ■  II.  . . .  „-,i  . 

V 

A 

TREATISE 

ON  THE 

PLAGUE,  Sfc. 

AS  Contagion  and  InfeBion^  which  bear 
very  different  Senfes,  have  been  by 
the  Moderns  taken  for  fynonimous 
Words  5  and  as  the  Plague  is  generally  agreed 
to  be  infeBious,  and  foine  think  it  contagious  5 
we  (hall  (hew  what  is  meant  by  the  Injection 
of  the  PlaguCy  and  at  the  fame  Time  prove 
from  Fafts,  that  the  Plague  is  not  a  contagious 
Difeafe. 

HIPPOCRATE  S  treating  of  the  Genefs 
of  Fevers,  Lih,  de  Flat,  p,  297.  Foef,  fays : 
fhere  are  two  Kinds  of  Fevers,  (which  are 
proper  to  be  mention’d  on  this  occafion)  One 
that  is  common  to  every  Perfon,  and  is  called 
the  Plague  5  but  the  other  ojily  happens  on 
Account  of  the  ill  Diet  of  a  Perfon, 

HlPPOCRAfES  obferves  alfo  in  his 
Epidemics^  the  Conjiitution  of  the  Air  which 
preceded  Fevers  and  the  Plague,  to  be  great 
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Heats  attended  with  much  Rain  and  foutherty 
Winds  :  And  Experienee  confirms,  that  this 
is  not  the  only  Conftitution  that  breeds  the 
Plague ;  for  hard  frojiy  Weather^  and  hot  and 
dry  JVeather^  are  alfo  Co?2jiitutions  that  j^re- 
cede  Plagues, 

Now,  "though  this  Obfervation  of  Hippo¬ 
crates  gives  a  Co?jflitution  of  Air^  that  breeds 
the  Plague :  Yet,  it  concerns  not  the  propa¬ 
gating  it  by  Contagion,  Here  we  fee,  that  the 
Plague  is  a  Fever  ;  and  may  underftand,  that 
it  is  confequently  the  Native  of  every  Country^ 
and  that  it  proceeds  from  different  and  oppojite 
Caufes, 

W E  fliall  now  fcew,  that  it  is  rarely^  if 
ever  tranfplanted^  either  from  foreign  Coun¬ 
tries^  or  from  the  Perfon  of  one  Man  into 
another, 

HIPPOCRATES,  and  all  other  Phyfici- 
ans,  believed  a  Pollution  or  Infedlimi  to  be  in 
every  Difeafe,  Difeafes,  fays  Hippocrates^ 
Lib.  de  AfFedt.  flat.  p.  zyg,  feldom  have  any 
otxher  Caufe,  befides  the  Air  :  And  therefore, 
when  the  Air  is  in  a  greater  or  lefs  S>uan- 
tity,  or  IS  full  of  thcic  polluted  Particles,  that 
are  hurtful  to  Man's  Nature,  Men  become 
pick. 

On  the  other  Hand,  when  Phvficians 
fpeak  of  Cent agi 072,  they  fpeak  of  this  hifec- 
tion  pafiing  from  one  Thing,  or  one  Perfon, 
into  another  5  as  Fracajlorius,  the  firjl  Per¬ 
fon,  I  think,  that  fuppofed  the  Plague  to  be 
a  contagious  Difeafe,  exprelTes  it. 

CO  NT  A- 
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CONTAGION,  fays  Fracafforim,  Lib.  i. 
Cap.  h  p.  7/'.  always  fuppofes  two  Things, 
one  from  which  the  InfeSlion  pafles,  and  ano^ 
tber  which  receives  it ;  as  alfo,  that  the  In- 
fea  ion  is  tht.  very  fame  in  both  thefe  Things-, 
becauie  the  fame  Dileafe  comes  into  the  iound 
Perfon  hy  Contagion,  or  by  the  Touch:  So 
that  a  Perfon,  who  dies  of  Poifon,  fays  Fra- 
caflorius,  may  be  faid  to  be  infebied ;  but  by 
no  Means,  that  he  hath  received  his  Death 
by  Contagion  :  And  ihcrtiovt  InfeSiion  always 
precedes  Contagion,  and  when  an  infeded  Per- 
lon  conveys  to  another  the  Difeafe  wherewith 
he  is  infeded,  and  that  by  the  Touch ;  this 
fecond  Perfon  is  faid  to  catch  the  Difeafe,  or 
to  take  it  by  Contagion.  This  is  tiie  Lan¬ 
guage  of  Phyficians,  and  thus  fpoke  our 
latelT:  Author  on  the  Plague,  Dr.  Hodges. 

Ao//jboAoy.  p. 

The  Leprofy^  Confumption^  fore  Eyes^  the 
Itch,  and  a  very  few  more,  are  therefore 
cal!  d  contagious.  Now  when  we  put  the 
^teftion  concerning  the  Plague,  or  any  other 
Difeafe^  being  contagious,  we  are  bound  to 
determine  from  Experience,  as  in  the  Cafe  of 
other  contagious  Difeafes,  what  we  know  in 
Fact  of  the  Plague  being  convey’d  by 
tael,  or  hy  Contagion',  and  this  is  rather  a 
Queftion  of  a  FaM,  than  of  Phyfic, 

Hot  Air  attended  with  much  Rain  and 
font  her  ly  Winds,  Hippocrates  Epid.  3.  ob- 
ierved  to  be  a  Gvnjiitution  of  Air  which  pre¬ 
ceded  /■'  I  agues  and  Fevers  :  So  that  what 
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Jpreads  or  propagates  any  Thing,  always  ac-^ 
companies  and  is  adive  in  propagating.  Hip¬ 
pocrates  entitles  this  Sedion  of  his  Epidem. 
the  Conjiitution  of  Air  that  caufes  the  Plague^ 
and  relates  in  it,  the  kind  of  Weather  that 
precedeSy  and  the  Plague  or  Fevers  th^t  follow. 
Hot  2ind  moiji  Air  then,  and  foutherly  Winds 
are  Caufes ;  and  Fevers  or  Plagues,  Effects 
'of  thefe  Caufes.  But  this  is  not  the  only  Con- 
ftitution,  for  we  find  alfo  by  Experience, 
that  hard  fnofy  Weather,  and  hot  and  dry 
Weather,  are  Conflitutions  that  likewife  pre¬ 
cede  Plagues  5  and  are,  at  leaft,  their  ante- 
cedent  Caufe :  and  the  Conftitution  of  hard 
Frojt,  breeding  a  Plague,  is  as  obvious  as  any 
other  Conftitution  whatever.  Befides  the 
Plagues  in  Stockholm,  Hantzick  and  Ham¬ 
burgh,  our  laft  great  Plague  of  London  began 
in  December  1664,  as  Dr.  Hodges  attefts. 
And  fometimes  hot  Weather  is  found  to  dimi¬ 
ni  f?  the  Plague,  as  we  fee  by  the  Account 
from  France,  viz.  the  Paris  Article  in  the 
London  Gazette  for  July  21,*  which 

fays :  That  ‘  the  Court  has  received  a  Letter 
*’  from  the  Mai'quis  de  Pons,  who  commands 
‘  Toulon,  with  Advice,  that  the  hot  Wea- 
■  *  ther  had  much  diminiflied  the  Plague  in 
‘  that  City/ 

In  Egypt,  and  in  all  the  Piirkip  Domini¬ 
ons,  the  Plague  begins  commonly  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  a  cool  Seafon  ;  and  ends  almoft  to  a 
Day,  on  the  24th  of  fdy,  their  hotteft 
•  Seafon. 
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There  broke  out  a  Plague  in  Venice 
(fays  Matth,  Villani^  Lib.  i.  Hijiorlar,)  in 
the  Year  1348,  of  which  he  was  a  Witnefs, 
in  the  Month  of  March.  It  was  at  its  Height 
in  ^pril  and  May.  It  began  to  decline  in 
July,  and  ended  in  Auguji  j  fo  that  a  Plague 
will  end  in  hot  Weather, 

Ali.  Plagues  make  a  Jlow  Progrefs  in  the 
Beginnings  and  do  not  always  encreafe  with 
the  Heat  of  the  Weather ;  nor  does  the  Win¬ 
ter  always  fupprefs  it,  as  Experience  has 
ihewn.  And  a  Plague  is  really  the  Product 
of  every  Country ;  becaufe  the  two  jnemorable 
Con/litutions  of  Air,  and  Breeders  of  Plagues, 
are  every  where  to  be  met  with  ;  and  the 
fore-mentioned  Co?2jiitutions  of  Air,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  capable  of  inje5iing  every  Perfon  with¬ 
in  the  Sphere  of  its  Abiivity,  they  being 
equally  and  duly  dijpofed :  In  that  Cafe  the 
Efficacy  of  the  Air  is  not  fcanty,  and  able 
only  to  infedt  two  or  three  People ;  in 
order  to  their  transferring  it  by  Contagion, 
and  propagating  the  Plague  to  the  Reft  : 
Which  Notion  is  by  no  Means  philofophical, 
and  impeaches  the  Power  of  the  State  of  the 
Air  againft  all  Experience. 

The  great  Pattern  of  writing  Hiftory, 
Thucidides,  Lib.  2.  after  a  terrible  Account 
of  the  Cruelty  of  the  Plague  at  Athens,  tells 
iis  :  That  it  bega?i  ( accordwg  to  common  Re¬ 
port)  m/Ethiopia,  from  whence  it  fell  down 
into  Egypt,  and  from  thence  got  footing  in 
Africk,  and  a  great  part  of  Perfia  ;  but  after 
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'  riiat  poured  down  iipoii  Athens  with  all  iti 
Violence,  In  Imitation  of  Idhucidides^  Matth, 
Villanm  wafts  hiS  Plague  in  1348,  into  Italy 
out  of  Greece^  clofely  following  this  excel¬ 
lent  Hijlorian^  in  every  Article  of  his  Hifto- 
ry  of  Florence^  in  Things  as  well  as  Method, 
as  far  as  they  could  go  together  :  Bat  Phyfi- 
cians  mufl:  always  remember,  that  this  is  but 
a  Report^  and  no  better  than  another  Report 
of  the  Peloponnejians  having  poifoned  all  the 
Pits  or  Wells  of  Water  in  Athens,  to  which 
alfo,  the  Caufe  of  this  Plague  was  afcribed. 
Now,  when  Hijlorians  relate  their  Accounts 
of  a  Plague,  it  is  the  Conjlitnticn  of  Air  only, 
and  not  the  Travels  of  the  Plague  that  we 
regard.  And  wx  muft  remember  alfo,  that 
Phyficians,  fpeaking  of  the  Conftituiions  of 
'  Air,  coniider  them  as  the  p7''oduBive  Caufes 
of  Plagues ;  but  not  as  the  faficiful  Carriers 
of  Plagues  and  other  Difeafes :  For  Hippo¬ 
crates  fpoke  of  font  her  ly  Winds  ;  becaule  in 
the  Fevant  thefe  Winds  are  loaded  with 
Moifture  j  but  not  that  he,  or  any  of  his  Suc- 
ceffors,  ever  dreamed  of  a  Plague  being  the- 
natural  Produdt  oifouther?i  Countries,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  fown  to  the  Northward, 

■The  Plague  and  Fever  are  Names  deno¬ 
ting  Difeafes  ol  the  fame  Kind,  but  are  not 
fpecifically  the  fame.  The  Plague,  is  the  top 
Degree  of  a  Fever,  and  there  are  two  of 
thefe  in  the  Opinion  of  Hippocrates  ;  and 
vet  the  Word  Fever  denotes  the  Genus  com- 
prehending  all  Orders,  Degrees,  and  Kinds 
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of  Fevers  whatfoever.  A  Fever  is  the  gene^ 
ral  Name^  and  a  Plague  is  a  Species  of  a  Fe¬ 
ver  :  And  all  the  different  Kinds  of  Fevers 
are  as  fpecifically  diftind:  from  one  another, 
as  any  other  two  Difeafes  :  And  there  are 
fpecijic  Marks  which  diftinguifli  the  Plague 
from  other  Fevers, 

In  the  Plague  we  afk,  how  is  the  firfl: 
Man  infeded  ?  And  may  not  the  Infediion 
of  the  Plague  he  received  without  the  Concur^ 
rence  offo?ne  Things  emitted  from  infedled 
Perfons  ?  Yes,  fure,  from  unwholfome  Air, 
And  it  may  be  demonftrated  from  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Plague,  that  it  is  never ^  or  very 
rarely  y  communicated  from  one  Perfon  to  ano-- 
ther.  And  the  Proof  of  the  Fad  may  be  ta¬ 
ken  from  Cz^tdlmGraunfsObfervations  071  the 
'Plague  in  1636,  p.  70.  (Bills  of  Mortality 
from  the  fudden  Jumps  the  Plague 

then  made  ;  leaping  in  one  Week  from  1 18 
to  927,  and  from  thence  again  the  very  next 
Week  to  852;  which  Effeds  muft  furely 
be  rather  attributed  to  a  Change  of  the  Air^ 
than  of  the  Conftitutions  of  Mens  Bodies, 
otherwife,  than  as  the  latter  depends  upon 
the  former :  So  that  the  Infedion  of  the 
Plague  depends  more  upon  the*  Difpoftion 
of  the  Air,  than  upon  any  Effluvia  from  the 
Bodies  of  Men.  This  is  truly  a  Demon- 
ftration,  and  every  one  who  underftands  the 
Manner  of  Captain  Graunfs  Reafoning, 
piuft  acquiefce  in  the  Truth  of  it.  The 
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Senfe  of  it  is  this :  T’he  Captain  is  enquiring^, 
nibether  the  Steams  coming  out  of  our  Bodies, 
cr  the  Air,  are  the  principal  Caufes  of  fpread- 
ing  the  Plague  ^  which  be  determines  by  the 
foregoing  Argument in  Favour  of  the  Air^ 
For  every  body  knows,  how  changeable  the 
Air  is  :  Which  by  its  different  Changes 
from  better  to  worfe^  can  fpeedily  make  the 
Plague  more  grievous  and  general  j  as,  on  the 
other  Hand,  its  Changes  from  a  worfe  to  a 
better  Conflitution^  can  make  the  Plague  more 
gentle  2iV\A  lefs  diffufed :  Andiiisxh^kfpeedy 
Changes  of  Air,  that  are  the  Caufes  of  the 
fumpSy  we  find  the  Plague  often  makes, 
while  it  rages-  and  is  doing  the  greateft^ 
Mifchief,  So  that  InfeBion  is  nevery  or 
rarely  conveyed  from  the  Body  of  one  Man  in¬ 
to  that  of  another.^  And  the  late  Dr.  Rad- 
cTiffe  feemed  to  be  of  this  .Opinion ;  for,  on 
being  afked  one  Day,  How  Men  caught  the 
Plague  ?  He  readily  anfwered  ;  Stf>pofe  it 
fdould  Rainy  and  we  twojhouldgo  together 
into  the  Rain^  we Jhould  certainly  both  be  wety 
thd  we  did  not  wet  one  another.  Hence  may 
be  inferred,  that  it  was  his  Opinion,  that 
the  InjeBion  of  the  Plague  was  communi¬ 
cated  from  the  Airy  and  not  from  Man  to 
Man,  by  ContaB ;  agreeable  to  what  the  great 
Sanctorius  has  long  fincc  obferved,  name¬ 
ly,  Fhat  we  are  inJeBed  with  the  Plaguey  not 
by  the  Touch,  but  by  drawing  in  the  Pe¬ 
stilent  Air,  with  our  Breath.  The  Proofs 
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for  .this  Conclufion,  are,  that  we  do  not 
find  any  Putrefa^ion  or  Corruption  Jprought 
into,  or  made  in  our  Blood  5  and  what  the 
Plood  itfelf  has  not  in  it,  cannot  poffibly 
be  propagated  by  Contagion.  Moreover,  we 
find  that  our  Steams  do  not  convey  any 
Thing,  any  Lengthy  pernicious  to  any  Or 
ther  Perfon  ;  and  confequently,  that  they 
feldom,  if  ever,  are  the  Caufe  of  the  Plague. 

An  d  the  excellent  Experiments  drawn 
from  the  Journal  of  the  Plague  at  Mar-- 
feilles  evince  the  Truth  of  the  firft  Obfer- 
vation.  For  there  we,  p.  41.  find,  what  is 
thought  unaccountable  :  ‘‘  That  thofe  who 
have  {hut  themfelves  up  mofl:  fecurely  in 
‘‘  their  Houfes^  and  are  the  moft  careful  to 
take  in  nothing,  without  the  moft  exadl 
Precautions,  are  attacked  there  by  the 
Plague  5  which  creeps  in  no  body  knows 
how.”  So  that  thofe  Capuchins  znA  Religi¬ 
ous^  who  {hut  themfelves  up  moft  fecurely, 
and  with  the  utmoft  Precautions,  are  attack¬ 
ed  by  the  Plague.  And  therefore  it  is  very 
manifeft,  that  the  Plague  is  caufed  by  the  Air : 
•Efpecially  fince  thefe  Religious  may  be  fup- 
pofed  as  truly  fecluded  from  the  World,  as 
human  Art,  or  huinan  Fears  could  contrive. 
And  as  to  the  Steams  coming  from  infedied 
Pcrfons :  So  little  did  the  Phyjicians  and  She¬ 
riffs  in  Marfeilles  apprehend  any  Danger 
from  converfing  with  the  Sick,  or  being  about 
them,  that  they  attended  the  Sick  without 
finy  Concern :  And  theMarquis  de  PilleSy  p.  30 
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at  the  firft,  fuffers  the  principal  Pejihoufe  {dei 
Convalefcejis )  to  be  fettled  within  four  Paces 
of  his  own  Houfe. 

The  Experiments  in  the  hm^  fournaly  pro«»- 
ving,  That  the  Plague  is  not  conveyed  by  hu^ 
man  Subftances^  and  far  le£s  by  their  Efiuvia ; 
are  as  plain  and  undifpu,table  as  the  former ; 
Thefe  Experiments  not  admitting  the  Poffibi- 
lity  of  doubting  of  their  being  .made  in  the 
moft  exadt,  and  moft  perfedl  Circumftances. 
And  in  the  Account  of  the  Plague  which  ra¬ 
ged  fo  terribly  at  Conjiantinople  m  the  Year 
543,  which  almoft  confumed  Mankind,  re-p 
lated  by  Dr.  Howel  from  Procopius^  it  is  re-* 
corded  :  That  no  Phyftcian^  or  other ^  caught 
the  Difeafe  by  touching  the  fick  Bodies ;  and 
that  many  continued  free^  tho\  they  tended  and 
buried  infedted Perfons,  Now,  omitting  Num¬ 
bers  of  Experiments  (better  every  one  of 
them,  than  ever  were  brought  for  proving  the 
palling  of  the  Plague  by  Contagion;)  fuch 
as  are  made  by  the  Dreffings  of  Surgeons,  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  Plague  Sores ;  the  Impunity  of 
People,  raOily  being  in  Bed  with  a  Perfon 
who  dies  of  the  Plague,  we  may  content 
ourfclves  with  one  Example  of  above  a  thou- 
fand  Experiments,  which  is'  taken  from  the 
forementioned  excellent  Record,  Journal 
of  the  Plague  at  MarfeilleSy  where  we  are 
told  :  p.  24.  Many  Women  who  fuckled  ChiU 
dren  die  of  the  Contagion ;  and  the  Infants 
are  found  crying  in  their  Cradles^  when  the 
Bodies  of  their  Mothers  or  Nurfes  are  taken 
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;  they  are  afterwards  fed  with  Spoon-* 
Meaty  or  held  to  Goats  to  fucky  &c. 

Arguments,  drawn  from  the  Ex¬ 
amples  of  thefe  Innocents,  are  irrefragable. 
What  is  a  Steam  (the  thoufandth  Part  of 
one  Drop,  thrown  no  great  Length  in  the 
Air,  and  fcarcely  poflibie  to  be  received  in¬ 
to  the  Body  of  other  Perfons  -,)  to  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  thefe  Nurfes  immediately  conveyed, 
warm  and  unchanged,  into  their  Children  ? 
Yet  the  fortieth  of  them  only  die  ;  and  ma^ 
7iifeftly  for  want  of  neceffary  Support,  Thefe 
Inftances  do  not  only  make  it  eafy  for  us 
to  comply  with  Captain  Graunf^  Demonftra- 
tion  5  but  are  in  themfelves  fa  obvious,  as 
to  bring  us  to  this  Conclufion  by  mere  Induc¬ 
tion  :  Namely^  it  muft  therefore  be  confeffed, 
that  the  Injeolion  of  the  Plague  is  rarely^  if 
ever,  convefd  from  the  Body  of  one,  into 
that  of  another  Perfon  5  or  that  the  Plague 
is  not  a  contagions  Difeafe. 

Now,  as  it  has  been  (hewn,  that  the 
Plague  does  not  pafs  from  one  Man  into  ano-^ 
ther,  we  flaall  prove,  T!hat  it  is  not  conveyed 
by  Merchandifcy  or  any  other  Goods, 

The  Opinion  that  has  moft  commonly 
prevailed  among  us  of  late,  of  Merchandife, 
Houfliold-Goods,  and  Apparel,  being  a 
or  Matrix  for  rearing  up  a  Plague  ;  we 
hope  to  make  appear  to  be  as  Jalfe  as  it  is 
new :  And  that  Experience  as  little  teaches 
us,  that  the  pefiUent  Infection  is  conveyed 
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by  Goodsy  as  Hijlory  vouches  for  the  Univcr- 
fality  and  Truth  of  this  Opinion. 

To  convince  us  of  this,  we  need  only 
recolledf,  what  has  has  been  already  fhewn 
above  ;  That  the  Air  does  not  produce y  far 
lefs  bring  any  real  Corruption  into  the  Bloody 
when  it  produces  the  Plague  ;  As  alfo  :  That 
whatever  the  State  of  the  Blood  may  be, 
there  is  not  any  Corruption  carried  from  the 
Body  of  the  Sick,  into  the  Body  of  the 
Sound. 

These  are  Principles,  which  we  have 
learned  from  pure  Obfervation ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  the  Plague  is  not  a  'contagious 
JOifeaJe :  it  being  in  the  Nature  of  a  conta^ 
gious  Difeafey  that  its  infedion  is  known  to 
be  communicated  from  one  Man  into  ano¬ 
ther,  by  the  T^ouch,  We  may  therefore 
wonder,  how  Goods  receive  Corruption  ;  and 
how  they  more  readily  convey  the  Plague, 
than  one  Man  docs  to  another.  This  ought 
to  have  been  made  very  plain  by  Obferva-- 
tion  and  Experiencey  the  only  certain  Way 
of  coming  at  the  Truth  in  this  Affair ;  be¬ 
fore  fuch  Opinions  and  Reports  had  been 
currently  fpread.  The  Arabian  Phyficians, 
nay,  the  Grecian  Phyficians,  from  whence 
the  Arabians  learnt  their  Phyfic ;  relate  the 
fmall  Regard  they  had  to  Merchandife  or 
Apparel  giving  them  the  Plague  :  And  Greece 
has  been  anciently,  as  well  as  in  the  latter 
Ages,  often  infeded  with  the  Plague. 


V 


It 


t  '9  1 

It  was  in  Greece^  that  all  the  loofe  Ob- 
fervations  and  Pradlices  in  Phyfic,  were  firft 
colled:ed  into  a  Body,  and  afterwards  form¬ 
ed  into  a  Science.  It  was  from  Greece^  that 
Phyfic  was  firft  brought  into  Italy^  and  from 
thence  tranfmitted  all  over  the  Wejl,  And 
as  fome  of  the  Goods,  mentioned  to  convey 
Plagues,  are  the  Merchandife  of  that  Coun¬ 
try ;  the  Judgment  of  thefc  Phyficians,  who. 
were  the  Authors  of  Phyfic^  and  who  truly 
carried  it  to  all  the  Perfe^ion  fure  Obferva- 
tion  and  Experience  can  pofjibly  do  -y  mu  ft  be 
owned  to  be  irrefragable,  and  not  to  be 
queftioned  in  a  mere  Matter  of  Fa5t^  in  their 
own  Country,  and  for  a  great  Series  of  Tears. 
Yet  in  all  their  Books  of  Phyfic,  we  only 
hear,  that  a  Plague  is  a  Fever  5  but  no  more 
of  a  Plague  being  carried  and  conveyed  by 
Goods  than  of  Plagues  of  Cattles  being  bred 
Abroad^  and  brought  into  other  Countries  by 
the  like  Conveyance.  Neither  the  Greek 
School,  nor  the  Italiany  nor  the  Arabian 
(which  flourhhed  and  preferved  Phyfic, 
when  it  was  no  more  in  either  of  the  for¬ 
mer)  make  any  mention  of  a  Plague  being 
brought,  or  fomented  and  nurfed  by  their 
coftly  FurrSy  or  by  any  other  Goods  whatfo- 
ever.  In  ftiort,  neither  the  Grecia7ts^  nor 
ItalianSy  for  fome  time  after  the  reviving  of 
Learning,  had  any  Notion  of  the  Plague 
paftine  horn  one  Man  into  another ;  and  far 
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lefs  of  its  paffing  from  a  Man  into  Merchant* 
dife,  and  back  again  from  that  into  Men, 

HIPPOCRA^ESy  the  moft  ancient  Phy- 
lician,  gives  us  an  ample  Account  of  Plagues ; 
and  his  Obfervations  are  fo  natural  and  true, 
that  the  fucceeding  Plagues  were  but  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Confirmations  of  the  Account  given  firft 
by  the  great  Hippocrates :  But  we  learn  no¬ 
thing  of  this  kind  from  him,  nor  his  Succef- 
fors,  ’till  about  the  Middle  of  the  fixtee?ith 
Century  of  the  Chrijlian  Mra^  which  makes 
up  two  thoufand  Years.  In  all  which  Time 
we  find  nothing  of  a  Plague  being  bred,  or 
brought  in  Goods. 

More  over,  thefe  Phyficlans  made 
the  beft  Ufe  of  Obfervations  of  every  other 
kind  :  Infomuch,  that  they  copied  Nature 
better,  than  their  admired  Sculptors  ;  and 
have  tranfmitted  thefe  Obfervations  with  an 
admirable  Simplicity  of  Expreffion.  Can  it 
then  be  thought,  that  they  could  fail  in  ob- 
ferving^  what  we  allow  every  body  capable 
of,  the  moft  obvious  Fabts^  which  muft  have 
occurred  to  them  often  every  Day  in  re¬ 
peated  Plagues?  Rhafes  lived  120  Years, 
and  how  often  may  we  think  he  pradtifed 
on  the  Plague  ? 

Th  us  then  befides  having  the  unanimous 
Confent  of  the  moft  fagacious  Phyficians  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Countries  of  the  Plague^  That  the 
Plague  is  never  carried  about  in  merchan- 
dife  j  we  have  alfo,  at  the  fame  Time,  ma- 
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ny  Millions  of  ’Experiments^  and  the  unlver- 
lal  Agreement  of  the  beft  Phyficians,  That 
the  Plague  is  not  mitagious^  and  that  it  is 
neither  bred  nor  conveyed  in  Goods, 

HIERONIMUS  MERCVRULIS,  an 
eminent  Phyfician^  who  lived  till  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  17th  Century,  fays,  “  After 
I  had  made  a  moft  particular  Search  a- 
mong  the  Writings  of  ancient  Phyficians, 
“  for  the  Plague  being  communicated  by  a 
“  FomeSy  I  never  could  difcover  any  Jiich 
Opinion  among  them  j  but  what  is  very 
“  remarkable,  no  modern  Phyfician,  who 
has  either  taught  Phyfic,  or  has  tranflated 
the  Works  of  the  Antients,  ever  offered 
“  at  an  Explanation  of  a  Matrice  or  Pomes ^ 
till  the  Times  of  our  Grandfathers/' 
TURRET  has  furniflied  us  with  an  un¬ 
interrupted  Experience,  and  the  univerfal 
Declaration  of  that  Nation,  for  upwards  of 
two  thoufand  Years,  is :  That  the  Plague  is 
neither  bred  in  Goods ^  nor  brought  by  them 
into  any  other  Country,  And  the  Behaviour 
of  the  Turks,  Greeks,  or  Pranks,  in  the 
Time  of  the  Plague  in  Turkey,  would  con¬ 
vince  any  one,  that  they  did  not  think  the 
Plague  was  conveyed  in  Goods. 

T  H  E  Turkey  Company  has  never  once 
brought  us  over  a  Plague,  fince  their  hr  ft 
Eflablifhment ;  yet  their  Merchandife  has 
always  been  returned  j  and  that,  from  Coun^ 
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tries  where  the  Plague  was  making  great  De^ 
^  Jlruttion. 

The  Merchants  who  lived  in  Gravid 
Cairo  during  a  Plague,  attended  their  Ware- 
houfes,  when  their  goods  were  packed  up, 
and  affifted  in  the  Bulinefs  of  Flax  and  G?/- 
tOHy  without  receiving  any  hurt  to  them- 
felves,  or  perceiving  any  in  their  Labourers. 
The  like  Accounts  we  have  from  Smyrna^ 
Aleppo y  ScanderooHy  Conjiantinopley  &c.  And 
what  is  particular,  Cotton  is  the  Merchandife 
they  fmell  at,  and  handle  more  than  any 
other.  Thefe  Merchants  knt  \x^GoodSy  fome 
Years  ago,  from  AleppOy  while  there  raged 
in  it  a  moft  deftrudtive  Peftilence,  that  car¬ 
ried  off  Ninety  thoufand  Souls  in  half  a  Year  \ 
yet  neither  Plague y  nor  any  Degree  of  ity 
was  perceived  here  :  And  the  Merchants  in¬ 
form  us,  that  there  is  not  any  Place,  which 
is  always  infefted  with  the  Plague,  not  Grand 
Cairo  itfelf  (notwithftanding  the  ill  Name  it 
bears :)  as  alfo,  that  Plagues  keep  in  fo  con'- 
fant  a  Courfoy  that  they  know  their  Dura^ 
tion  Q,nd  Fiolencey  by  their  appearing  earlier 
or  later  in  the  Spring, 

We  have  like  wife  our  own  Experience, 
and  that  of  our  Anceftors,  for  the  "Turkey 
Goods  never  having  brought  the  Plague  a- 
mongft  us,  in  upwards  of  an  hundred  Years. 
And  let  thefe  Merchants  be  fuppofed  as  par¬ 
tial  for  their  own  trade,  as  we  can  reafona- 
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bly ;  yet  their  Teftimony  is  the  more  un- 
qaeftionable,  becaufe  it  is  no  more  than 
what  was  given  for  nineteen  hundred  Years 
before,  and  is  at  prefent  the  common  Opi¬ 
nion  of  Frmih^  as  well  as  of  the  Turks  and 
Greeks, 

What  greater  Proof,  more  ample  and 
particular,  can  be  given  of  any  Fa5i  in  Qu_e-* 
ftion,  than  what  we  have  here  given,  againfl 
the  mijlaken  Notion‘\h2X  the  Infedion  of  the 
Plague  is  conveyed  in  Goods  ? 

Many  among  us  remember  the  Plagues 
in  Stockholm^  Dantzick^  in  the  Year  1708, 
and  1709.  and  Hamburgh^  v/hich  infefted 
thofe  Parts  not  many  Years  ago ;  where  we 
had  Ships  bound  up  in  Ice,  during  a  very 
long  Winter,  and  that  returned  loaded  with 
Flax^  Hemp^  Feathers,  and  other  fuppofed 
Carriers  of  Plagues  :  Yet  many  Hundreds  of 
our  Seamen,  employed  in  thefe  Services, 
came  Home  in  good  Health  (tho'  they  had 
been  Witnefles  of  the  great  Mortality  among 
the  Natives  of  thefe  Countries)  neither  did 
their  Goods  bring  us  any  Degree  of  the  Plague 
from  whence  they  were  loaded.  Let  us  look 
back  upon  the  laft  Plague  in  Colchejier,  foon 
after  the  Plague  of  London,  a  Town  that 
yields  great  Riches  by  our  Woolen  Manu- 
fadures ;  and  we  may  find,  that  the  Peo¬ 
ple  did  not  flacken  their  Induflry.  though 
Wool  is  as  dangerous  as  Cotton,  by  common 
Fame  3  nor  did  their  Labours,  fent  to  Lon-^ 
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ilofi,  and  from  thence  fent  out  to  Holland^ 
and  other  Parts,  ever  carry  the  Plague  2X0x1^ 
.with  them. 

It  were  endlefs  to  run  through  other 
Branches  of  our  trade,  or  to  infift  upon  any 
of  them  particularly.  The  Inftances,  we 
have  here  produced  are  •  irrefragable  ;  the 
Experiments  plain,  and  without  Number  : 
So  that  a  Perfon,  who  can  withftand  this 
Evidence,  is  never  to  be  perfwaded  by  any 
kind  of  Argument.  It  is  therefore  very  ma- 
nifcft,  that  a  Plague  is  not  carried  by  Goods^ 
or  that  the  Infedlion  is  not  made  contagious 
by  Merchandife^  Apparel^  &c. 

We  will  now  confider  the  fmall  Number 
of  Experiments  alledged  for  the  Proofs  of 
pejiiknt  Infection^  being  conveyed  in  Goods ; 
and  will  alfo  ftiew,  when  it  was,  that  Men 
firft  began  to  talk  of  the  Plague  being  a  con-^ 
tagious  Difeafe. 

ALEXANDER  BENEDICTUS,  Lib. 


de  Pejie^  cap.  3.  tells  us  of  a  ‘‘  Feather-bed 
that  was  thrown  afide  into  a  remote  Cor¬ 
ner  of  the  Houfe,  being  fufpedted  to  hold 
the  Plague  in  it  j  but  that  it  raifed  a  Plague 
by  its  being  fhook  up,  (even  Years  after, 
of  which  5,900  People  died  in  twelve 
Weeks  in  Wratijlav).  And  we  are  told 
that  the  pejiiknt  Contagion  was  fhut  up  in 
a  Rag^  {qx  fourteen  Years.'’  But  this  Ob- 
fervation  was  againji  all  the  current  Opinions 
of  thoj'e  Times^  as  well  as  all  Eocpeidence. 

And; 
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Andi  indeed,  could  the  Plague  lay  thus  con¬ 
cealed  in  Clouts  and  HoleSy  Men  fliould  not 
find  any  Safety  in  any  Apparel.  Befides 
thati  were  this  true,  what  would  ^arentiues 
and  Lazarets  avail } 

FORES'TUSi  Lib,  vij  Obfer.  22.  fays  i 
‘‘  That  a  young  Man  was  feized  with  the 
Plague^  only  by  thrufting  his  Hand  into 
an  old  wherein  there  was  a  Cob^- 

nLeby  which  in  that  Inftant  made  a  Plague- 
fore''  And  with  this  Breaking  out,  it 
feems,  Matters  went  no  farther.  Sure  fuch 
vulgar  Notions  ought  to  be  laughed  oilt  of 
the  World.  The  Obfervation  left  us  by 
PracaJloriuSy  does  not  prove  much  more 
than  the  two  former ;  and  thefe  three  are 
the  principal  Experiments  brought  by  Sen^ 
nertuSy  for  the  Proof  of  the  Plague  being  a 
contagious  Difeafcy  and  feem  to  be  the  only 
Foundations  for  ^.arentines, 

FRACASLORIUS  wrote  the  bed  of  all 
the  Authors  who  fuppofid  the  Plague  to  be 
conveyed  in  Goods y  See.  and  on  his  Authority 
about  Contagiony  great  Affairs  in  Religion 
turned,  about  230  Years  agOi  There  was 
a  Plague  in  VeronUy  which  deftroyed  ]  0,00a 
Perfons,  where,  fays  the  learned  Flieron, 
FracaftoriiiSy  out  of  one  Leather-Coat  died 
five  and  twenty  Germans,  whg  put  it  oUy  one 
efter  another.  But  this  Obfervation,  even 
according  to  Fracafiorius  himlclf,  teaches  us, 
that  this  Coat  did  not  fo  much  keep*  the 
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Plague^  as  it  did  Poifon :  for  no  Body  fuf* 
fered  by  it,  befides  thofe  who  adually  wore 
it.  It  did  not  fpread  or  propagate  the  Plague^ 
by  being  jiirred  and  opened^  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer  Cafe  of  Alexaitder  BenediBus  5  nor  as 
our  Cotton-Bags^  or  Bale-Goods  are  faid  to 
do,  immediately  upon  the  opening  of  them. 
So  that  according  to  this  Obfervation^  the 
Leather-Coat  held  Poifon ^  but  not  peftilent 
InfeBion^  and  therefore  was  not  contagious  t 
For  we  do  not  find  it  pafling  from  the  dead 
Germans,  The  true  State  of  the  Queftion 
in  this  Cafe,  is,  whether  the  Men  had  the 
Plague,  which  at  that  Time  infefted  Verona^ 
before  they  put  the  Coat  on  ?  Or  whether 
they  died  by  putting  it  on  The  latter  is 
impoffible,  becaufe  of  the  Suddennefs  of  the 
Death  ;  fuppofing  them  otherwife  in  good 
Health  :  And  the  former  is  a  Cafe  common 
enough  in  Times  of  Peflilence^  as  we  may 
learn  by  making  a  Voyage  to  Turkey  •,  where 
we  may  find  Coats  of  all  Sorts,  belonging  to 
many  Matters,  without  afcribing  the  Caufe 
of  their  Death  to  the  Habit, 

Dr.  HODGES  was  defired  to  vifit  a 
Gentlewoman,  who  was  feemingly  in  good 
Health,  and  had  made  a  very  hearty  Din¬ 
ner  that  Day  ^  yet  the  Dodlor  foretold  her 
Death  that  Evening,  and  (he  died  that  Af-. 
ternoon.  V/ e  do  not  find  the  Dodor  charged 
with  her  Death,  tho*,  no  doubt,  he  had  vi- 
fited  many  ill  of  the  Plague  that  Day.  The 
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Story  related  by  Fracajioriiis^  happened  thir¬ 
ty-five  Years  before  he  publiflied  his  Book, 
De  Sympathia  &  Antipatbia^  L.  i .  De  Co?2^ 
tagione  &  contagiojis  Morbis^  1 546  Venetiisy 
and  when  he  was  too  young  to  know  thi^ 
Hijlory  with  all  its  CircumJta7iceSy  necefiliry 
for  making  it  a  fufficient  Proof  of  the  Plague 
being  thus  conveyed.  It  is  like  wife  very 
plain,  that  this  excellent  Author  wafited  Ob- 
fervations  very  much  to  recommend  this  7iew 
Dodtrine  of  the  Plague  being  contagiouSy 
when  he  was  forced  to  have  recourfe  to  this 
Leather --Goaty  as  the  beft  he  could  find. 

The  Account  Dr.  Hodges  gives  us  of  the 
Behaviour  of  the  People  of  LondoHy  after 
they  returned  to  Town  in  Winter  1665,  is 
an  undeniable  Experiment  againji  a  Fejli^^ 
lence  being  propagated  by  a  Pomes,  and  almoft 
from  one  Body  to  another.  He  tells  us, 
Page  27,  “  The  Houfes  which  before  were 
full  of  the  Dead,  were  now  again  inha- 
“  bited  by  the  Living  3  and  the  Shops  wdiich 
had  been  moft  Part  of  the  Year  ihut  up, 
were  again  opened,  and  the  People  again 
chearfully  went  about  their  wonted  Af- 
fairs  of  Trade  and  Employ.  And  eveTi 
what  is  almojl  beyond  Belief,  thofe  Citi- 
zens,  who  were  before  afraid,  even  of 
their  Friends  and  Relations  j  would,  with- 
out  Fear,  venture  into  the  Houfes  and 
“  Rooms  where  infedted  Perfons  had  a  lit- 
tip  before  breathed  their  laft ;  Nay,  fuch 
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Comforts  did  infpire  the  languifliing  Peo^ 
pie,  and  fuch  Confidence,  that  many 
‘‘  went  into  the  Beds  where  Perfons  Jiad  died^ 
e^cn  before  they  were  coldy  or  ckanfed  from 
the  Stench  of  the  Difeafcy  p,  27,  Tranf.*’ 
The  Advocates  for  Contagion  appeal  to  the 
Plague  of  London  in  1665,  which,  they  fay, 
was  brought  in  a  Bag  of  Cotton  :  Moreover, 
they  appeal  to  the  late  Plague  in  Marfeiiles,^ 
where  we  are  told  a  Lady  died  on  the  Spot, 
only  by  fmelling  to  a  Turkey  Handkerchief  j 
as  aifo,  that  a  Man  dropp’d  down  dead,  by 
flooding  on  a  Turkey  Carpet,  I  wifh  w’e 
were  as  well  and  particularly  informed  about 
the  Beginning  of  the  Plague  in  LondcUy  as 
we  are  of  that  at  Marfeilles,  Can  any  Man 
think  a  Bag  of  Cottony  as  was  fuppofed,  any 
real  Caufe  of  the  Plague  of  Loridony  which 
had  received  fome  Millions  of  Bags  from  in- 
feded  Places  before ;  and  many  Thoufands 
of  Bags  fince  that  Time,  with  as  liule  Hurt 
as  the  former  ? 

But  Dr,  Hodges  fays,  it  was  reportedy  that 
the  Plague  was  brought  in  a  Bag  of  Cotton^ 
and  that  it  broke  out  in  Wejiminfter  :  It  was 
alfo  reportedy  that  the  Plague  in  1665  be¬ 
gan  in'  St.  Giles's,  by  Flax :  But  we  know 
idle  Tales  and  Reports  of  this  Kind  are  very 
t:ommon  in  the  Beginning  of  every  Plague, 
We  were  amufed  much  after  the  fame 
Manner,  with  the  ferementioned  abfurd  Ac¬ 
counts  about  the  breaking  out  of  the  Plague 
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Marfeilles ;  but  authentic  Records  lately 
publifhed,  have  fully  difabufed  the  World 
of  all  thofe  idle  Reports.  And  therefore  as 
great  Care  has  been  taken  by  the  Govern-^ 
ment  in  France y  that  the  '^journal  of  the 
Plague  of  Marfeilles  fiould  be  genuine  and 
made  public ;  every  Body  muft  own,  that  the 
Matter  of  Fa5t  related  therein,  is  the  moft 
proper  to  determine  any  Queftion  about  ft 
Jlilential  Contagion,  not  only  in  FrancCy  bi 
every  where  elfe.  Now,  in  that  Record^ 
you  will  find  Captain  Chataud*^  Ship  was 
not  infedled,  &c.  Moreover,  Dr.  Deidtery 
(See  fournal  de  S Javans  pour  le  Mois  d'GBo- 
brCy  1721,  p.  467.)  tells  us,  None  of  the 
Good^  of  that  Ship  were  carried  afhore,  not 
fo  much  as  a  Bundle,  as  far  as  ever  was 
known  j  and  it  was  thought  expedient,  fays 
Dr.  Deidiery  to  burn  the  FurniturOy  wear^ 
ing  Apparely  &c.  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Plague,  to  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People^ 
from  the  Prejudice  they  had  entertained  con¬ 
cerning  the  Contagion ;  but  he  was  of  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  Plague  was  no  where  bred  but 
at  Marfeilles.  And  from  Circumftances, 
which  may  be  gathered  from  thb  Journal  of 
the  Plague  at  MarfeilleSy  about  Captain  Cha-- 
taud^  Ship,  ^c.  there  is  no  doubt  to  be 
made  of  the  Plague*s  being  adlually  at  Mar-- 
fellies  before  any  Goods  were  put  afhore  ;  and 
probably  before  Captain  Chataud\  Ship  ar¬ 
rived  off  of  Marfeilles. 
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The  fame  Journal  informs  us,  not  only 
that  the  Ship  which  departed  from  a  healthy 
Place  in  Turkey^  was  the  moft  fickly  5  but 
alfo,  that  the  Ships  which  arrived  from  tho 
Parts  infe5led  with  the  Plague,  were  the 
moft  healthy  :  Thus  clearly  does  the  Jour¬ 
nal  of  the  Plague  at  Marfeilles  fet  every  Thing 
in  its  proper  Light.  The  faid  Journal  ob- 
ferves,  tlie  firft  Ship  that  arrived  with  a  foul 
Patenty  was  that  of  Captain  Gabriely  June 
the  13th,  Another  Ship,  with  a  foul  Pa^ 
tenty  arrived  June  the  28th  from  Sidon,  Both 
thefe  Ships  are  very  fatal  to  the  Doftrine  of 
the  Plague  being  contagious:  For  there  is 
not  one  fck  Perfon  Aboard  either  of  them  ; 
nor  does  any  Cuftom-Officer,  or  any  Offi¬ 
cer  of  Health  catch  any  Diftemper  from  the 
Companies  or  Goods  of  thefe  Ships.  So  that 
there  is  no  Inference  in  favour  of  Contagion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  Hiftory  of  thefe  Ships ; 
For  though  thefe  Ships  and  Cargoes  arrive 
.  from  infedied  PartSy  yet  they  bring  no  pefi-^ 
lent  InfeBion  along  with  them.  So  that  not 
only  thefe  Obfervations  fhew,  that  the  Plague 
did  not  come  into  Marfeilles  by  Merchandife  ^ 
but  that  the  Plague  was  begun  thereabout, 
or  before  the  arriving  of  the  firft  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  Ships.  It  is  therefore  manifeft, 
from  the  lateji  Obfervations  of  the  Plague^ 
as  well  as  Irom  the  moft  ancient^  that  the 
Plague  is  not  conveyed  in  Goods, 
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T HE  moft  eminent  Phyficians  are  of  this 
Opinion.  Meffieurs  Chicoineau,  Verni,  and 
Saulier,  declared  formerly  againft  the  Plagzie 
being  tranfported  in  Goods-,  and  we  find 
Monfieur  Deidier  is  of  their  Opinion :  And’ 
if  we  follow  the  Journal,  we  lhall  find,  that 
the  Plague  at  Marfeilles  begun,  as  Plagues 
moft  commonly  do,  among  the  poorejl  and 
moft  indigent  of  the  People :  As  alfo,  that  the 
mofl  Jlri^  Inclofure  cannot  confine  the  Plague 
to  any  Corner,  nor  prevent  its  fpreading. 
For  in  the  Paris  Article  in  the  Poftman,  Au- 
giiji  the  26th,  we  read,  «  That  the  extra- 
“  ordinary  Council  of  Health  appointed  by 
“  the  Regent,  meet  thrice  or  four  Times  a 
“  Week,  and  have  taken  the  Advice  of  the 
5‘  moft  noted  Phyficians  of  this  City,  about 
“  the  moft  proper  Means  for  preventing  the 
“  fpreading  of  the  Plague,  fince  Lines,  In- 
“  trenchments,  and  other  ufual  Precautions, 

cannot  do  it'' 

For  fome  Time,  the  Plague  only  kept  a- 
mong  the  Poor  \  but  ail  the  Care  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  Diligence  of  the  Sheri fs,  could  not 
confine  it  to  that  Q^rter ;  nor  any  longer 
to  that  Rank  of  the  People  :  For  it'  now  be- 
gan  to  rage  and  to  attack  all,  without  Di- 
ftindlion.  And  by  the  faid  Journal  it  plain¬ 
ly  appears,  that  the  Ships  did  not  bring  the 
Plague  to  Marfeilles,  but  that  it  indy  bezan 
firjl  in  that  Town, 
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■  Having  thus  (hewn,  that  pejlilent  Contd^ 
gion  was  never  fufpedled  to  be  conveyed  by 
Men  or  Goods^  in  the  Opinion  of  the  wifejl 
Governors j  and  of  the  moji  experienced  Phy^ 
JicianSy  either  in  Greece  or  Pome  5  and  on 
the  other  Hand,  that  the  Obfervations  al- 
"  ledged  for  Men  and  Goods  conveying  the 
Plague,  are  feWy  imperfedty  and  of  late  Date. 

We  {hall  now  conlider  the  Ti?ney  when 
Phyjiciani  and  Prmces  firft  (peak  of  peftilen- 
tial  Contagion ;  and  upon  what  Occajion  it 
was  firft  mentioned,  and  what  Succefs  that 
Opinion  has  had  in  the  World. 

FRACAST'ORIUSy  who  was  an  excellent 
Phyjiciany  and  a  Perfon  of  great  Learning, 
and  a  Poet  of  .a  brifk  and  lively  Invention  ; 
writ  upon  the  PlaguCy  paffing  by  Contagion 
from  the  Body  of  one  Man  into  that  of  ano¬ 
ther,  with  great  Elegance  and  Knowledge  in 
Phyfic ;  and  was  the  firft  who  made  any 
Change  in  the  aiicient  and  common  Opinion  2 
And  that  we  might  the  better  and  more 
clearly  conceive  his  NotionSy  he  premifed  a 
Book  (Venetiis  1546)  concerning  Sympathy 
and  Antipathy ;  and  in  three  Books  more, 
treats  of  Contagion  and  contagious  Difeafes. 
Indeed,  it  mult  be  owned,  that  he  is  not 
only  the  Jirjl  Author y  but  the  lajl  too,  who 
has  treated  that  Subjedt  in  a  rational  Man¬ 
ner;  but  had  not  this  7iew  Doctrine  fallen  in 
with  a  very  particular  Conj unsure  of  FohticSy 
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It  had  nekhef  been  fo  favourably  recHvedj 
nor  had  it  fubfifted,  in  all  Probability,  till 
our  Times :  But  as  it  gave  an  Handle  for  a 
Law,  fo  Princes  have,  in  fome  Degree,  kept 
it  in  being.  It  was  about  the  Middle  of  the 
1 6th  Century,  that  this  Opinion  was  vented  ; 
and  the  Year  following,  the  political  Pope 
Paul  the  Third  made  his  Ufe  of  it ;  as  may 
be  feen  in  Paul’s  Hijiory  of  the  Coujicil  f 
Trent.  Hence  you  fee  the  Rife  and  Origm 
of  the  Notioji  of  pejlilent  InfeBion  being  ca¬ 
pable  to  be  conveyed  from  one  Man  into 
another.  And  this  gave  the  Handle  for 
fduttmg  up  Houfes  in  Times  of  Pejiilence. 
And,  without  Doubt,  this  Notion  gave  the 
Rife  to  the  AB  of  Pa7'lia?nent  in  the  fir  ft 
Year  of  King  James  the  Firft,  Chap.  3  i .  But 
this  Adi  was  broke  by  Authority,  in  the 
Time  of  the  Plague  in  16653  as  foon  as  its 
ill  Effeds,  and  the  hurtful  Confequences  of  it 
were  difcovered. 

.  We  will  now  enquire  what  Influence  this 
new  Dodrine  had  upon  the  Opinions  of  Phy- 
ficiaiis.  It  was,  indeed,  very  remarkablci 
how  difficult  it  was  for  the  learned  Phyfi- 
dans  at  that  Time,  to  behave  :  More  efpe-* 
cially  for  the  Phyfic  Profefjors  in  the  Domi¬ 
nions  of  thofe  States,  that  nad  either  efpoufed 
the  7iew  Opinio?!  of  the  Plague  being  a  con^ 
tagious  Dtfeafe  3  or  that  were  in  any  Man¬ 
ner  under  the  Power  of  the  Pope,  and  the 
Ecclefiafical  State,  For  the  few  Phyficiafis, 
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who  have  writ  fince  that  Time,  hardly 
know  how  to  fuit  the  ancient  and  current 
Opinion  about  the  Plague^  to  a  Doftrine  new^ 
ly  broached  in  arbitrary  States  and  Govern¬ 
ments.  Mercuf'ialis^  who  taught  in  more 
Univerfities  in  Ifaly^  than  any  one  j  and  with 
greater  encouragement  from  Princes  ;  does 
not  directly  oppofe  this  new  Notion  of  pejiilent 
Injection  paffing  from  one  Man  into  ano¬ 
ther  ;  though  he  declares  the  Novelty  of  ity 
in  the  Words  we  formerly  quoted.  He 
profeffes  to  wonder,  why  thefe  ancient  Phy- 
jicians  had  not  made  any  Declaration  for  the 
Plague  being  contagious^  while  his  Arguments 
vigoroully  overthrow  it.  Thus  with  good 
Manners^  and  Safety  to  his  Perfony  .did  he 
maintain  the  Truth  of  Phyfic,  till  the  End 
of  the  i6th  Century, 

EUS1:ACHIUS  RUDIUSy  another  learn- 
ed  Phyfician,  and  a  Writer  of  a  Syftem, 
cannot  conceive  how  the  Plague  fliould  be 
carried  in  Goods ;  or,  that  it  fhould  other- 
wife  afFed:  us,  on  that  Suppofition,  than  by 
hfedlioiis  Particles^  mixed firfi  with  Air^  and 
thereby  conveyed  when  we  breath.  A  ve¬ 
ry  unfavourable  Opinion  for  Spuarentines  and 
Lines  :  Becaufe  no  force  can  prevent  any 
Difeafe  that  is  either  made^  or  conveyed  by 
the  Air, 

SANCTORIUS,  a  Father  in  Phyfic,  who 
has  inftruded  us  iq  fome  of  the  moft  ufeful 
Parts  of  that  divine  Art,  could  not  well  di- 
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gert:  this  new  Opinion.  For  he  aflerts,  that 
T'bings  infected  with  the  Plague^  infedl  fo 
long  only,  as  theretnote  and  immediate  Caiifes 
continue  :  But  if  any  one  of  them  fails,  the  ' 
Poifon  flops  like  the  Movement  of  a  Clock, 
that  flops  as  foon  as  there  is  any  Failure  in 
the  fmallefl  Tooth  of  any  Wheel :  A  very 
7nean  Notion  of  pejiilential  Coiitagion.  For 
if  the  remote  Caufe  be  a  proper  Conflitution 
of  Air^  and  the  immediate  Caufe  a  proper 
Difpoftion  of  the  Perfon ;  in  that  Cafe,  the 
State  of  the  Air  being  changed,  or  the  Dij-^ 
poftion  of  the  Perfon^  no  Plague  infues  ^  nei¬ 
ther  Pomes  or  pejiilential  Contagion. 

We  are  infedled  with  the  Plague,  fays 
Sandioriusy  not  by  the  Pouchy  but  by  draw-- 
ing  in  the  pefilent  Air  with  our  Breath. 
This  did  Sandlorius  write  in  the  Year  1614. 

LUDOFICUS  SEPTALIUS,  an  emi¬ 
nent  Phyfician  in  Milan  j  who  did  great  Ser¬ 
vice  to  his  Country,^  by  giving  them  early 
Notice  of  an  Invafion  from  the  Plague  3  ex~ 
prefly  affirms,  That  the  Manner  of  convey¬ 
ing  Infection  by  a  FomeSy  was  unknown  to 
the  AntientSy  and  was  never  thought  of  by 
them :  Which  Aflertion  is  in  his  Book,  depefte 
et pefiferisMorbiSy^MhYifh^A  at  Milan y\h22. 

•The  Plague  of  Marfeilles  has  confirmed 
the  Phyficians  in  France  in  the  Opinion  of 
the  AntientSy  That  the  Plague  is  not  a  con¬ 
tagious  Difeafe ;  and  that  it  is  not  conveyed 
in  Apparely  Houjhold-Goodsy  or  Merchandife  : 
Infomuch  that  we  find  by  the  London-Ga- 
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%etie  of  the  13th  of  February  (Pans  Arti¬ 
cle  the  1 8th  of  February )  the  French  gather- 
ing  togetlier  the  Flannels  employed  about  their 
Sick  oj-  the  Plague^  in  their  Infirmaries,  in 
Ox^der  to  be  laid  up  for  fome  future  Service, 
by  no  Means  to  be  burned,  or  otherwife  de¬ 
ft  royed  :  So  little  did  the  French  imagine 
this  woolen  Manufacture  a  fpecial  Fomes  and 
Nurfeiy  of  a  Plague,  But  as  we  have  not  fuffi- 
cmM  Experience  of  a  Plague  being  conveyed  in 
any  Goods,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  what  Sort  of 
Goods  are  the  Jpecial  Fomes  of  a  Plague^ 

H  AviNG  fully  proved  from  FaBs,  the 
only  proper  Proof  w^e  think  in  the  prefent 
Caje,  That  the  carrying  a  Plague  in  Mer^ 
cha?2dife,  or  pajjing  of  the  Plague  from  one 
Man  into  another  by  Contagion,  is  inconfiftent 
wiih  innumerable  plain  and  obvious  Experi^ 
?nents ;  and  is  only  fupported  by  a  few  Jingle 
Experiments,  which  af  'rgkted  People  have 
alledged  :  We  therefore  conclude.  That  the 
Plague  is  rarely,  if  ever,  communicated  by- 
Perfons  cr  Goods  y  and  that  the  Plague  is 
produced  from  Jome  Fault  of  the  Air  y  and 
that  the  Air  is  the  principal  Caufe  of  fpread- 
ing  the  InfeBion, 

We  fhall  next  proceed  to  give  fome  Hints 
for  Prevention  and  Cure,  Now,  the  Plague 
is  a  Fever  pvodneed from fome  Fault  of  the  Air, 
or  from  ill  and  iinwholcjome  Diet  y  and  there¬ 
fore,  whatever  is  proper  io prevent  2i  Plague, 
piuft  overcome  one  of  thofe  two  Caufes, 
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When  Plagues  of  Pefiilence  are  immedn 
ately  fent  from  God  Almighty,  in  his  juft 
Anger,  for  the  Punifhment  of  a  finjul  Nation 
nothing  can  fo  effedually  avail, ‘or  ftay  its 
Force,  as  the  conftant  jervent  Prayers  of  the 
PighteouSy  or  a  fin  cere  natmml  Repentance 
and  Amendment  of  Life,  And  while  fuch  a 
Plague  rages,  no  one,  but  the  Righteous^  can 
hopexo  be  fecure.  For  he,  putting  his  Truft 
in  God,  dwelleth  under  the  Defence  of  the 
moft  High  ;  and  of  fuch  a  Man  the  Pfalmijl 
fpeaks,  when  he  fays  :  A  thoufand  Jhall  fall 
befde  thee^  and  ten  thoufand  at  thy  right  Handy 
but  it  Jhall  not  come  nigh  thee. 

But  Plagues  proceeding  from  Famines^  and 
a  Fault  of  the  Air^  are  alfo  permitted  by  di¬ 
vine  Providence,  as  all  other  SickneflTes  are,  ei¬ 
ther  as  a  T^rialy  or  Chaftifement :  In  thefe 
Plagues  therefore,  we  (hall  fpeak  of  the  proper 
and  rational  Means  for  Prevention  and  Cure  j 
and  that  chiefly  from  Obfervation  and  Experi^ 
enccy  taken  from  the  Records  of  Plagues, 

Now,  tho’  we  know  little  of  the  Nature 
of  the  Infedion  of  the  Plague^  or  of  the  Al¬ 
terations  in  the  Blood,  whereby  we  become 
obnoxious  to  peflilential  Difeafes  5  yet  confiant 
Experience  confirms,  that  Fear^  Defpairy  and 
all  Deje^lion  of  Spirits  and  immoderate  Paf- 
flonsy  certainly  difpofe  and  make  the  Body  li¬ 
able  to  receive  Inflexion :  As  alfo,  a  too  luxu¬ 
rious  and  high  Way  oj  Living-,  too  low  a  Di- 
^t,  and  the  living  on  unwholejome  Food,  ’Tis 
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alfo  obferved  in  Experience,  with  regard  to 
tht  Fault  of  the  Air thatF/m,  in  {omcp'ar-- 
ticular  Conjiitutiom  of  the  Airy  have  flopped 
the  Plague:  A  remarkable  Example  of  which 
we  have  from  the  great  HippocrateSy  who  de¬ 
livered  the  Citizens  of  Athens  from  a  moft 
grievous  Flaguey  by  ordering  large  Fires  in 
the  Night  Time,  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Ci¬ 
ty  :  Which  Method  he  took  to  corredi  and 
clear  the  Air,  of  that  particular  Fault  which 
produced  and  fpread  the  Plague  at  that  Time. 

I N  the  laft-  great  Plague  of  LondoUy  it  was 
well  known  that  the  Shipwright'^  Tard  at 
Blackwally  was  free  from  the  Plague  during 
the  whole  Time :  where,  tho’  a  Multitude 
of  Men  were  daily  employed  in  the  Bufinels 
of  Ship-Building ;  yet  not  one  Man  amongft 
’em  all  had  the  Plague  :  Which  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  conjiant  Fires  made  there  of  the 
fheathing  Boards,  and  other  Parts  of  old  Ship¬ 
ping  impregnated  with  Pitch  and  Tar ;  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  conflant  Fumes  of  Pitch  and 
Tar,  fo  much  ufed  in  the  Bufinefs  of  Ship^ 
Building,  And  it  is  very  natural  to  believe, 
that  thofe  Fires  and  Fumes  did  antidote  that 
particular  Fault  in  the  Airy  which  produced 
and  fpread  the  Plague  at  that  Time ;  and 
thereby  prefer ved  the  great  Number  of  Men 
from  the  InfeBion  of  the  Plague,  On  the  o- 
ther  hand,  indeed,  it  has  been  obferved  in 
Experience,  that  large  Fires  have  fometimes 
greatly  increafed  the  fpreading  of  the  Blaguey 
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viz.  When  the  Conftitution  of  Air  has  been 
accompanied  with  great  Damps^  &cc.  or  that 
the  Seafon  or  Conjiitution  of  Air  has  been  pe¬ 
culiarly  hot  and  dry.  It  is  therefore  the  Bu- 
finefs  of  the  judicious  and  accurate  obferving 
Phyficians,  to  judge  from  the  Conjiitution  of 
the  Air,  and  the  Accounts  given  in  the 
cords  of  PlagueSy  when  Fires  may  be  ufeful^  or 
the  contrary:  So  likewife  of  Fumigations^  and 
of  their  particular  Cojnpojition, 

I N  this  latter  Conjiitution  of  Air  particularly^ 
we  cannot  but  think,  that  the  Method  men¬ 
tioned  by  Diemerbroeck  de  Fejle^  Lib.  ii. 
Cap.  5.  and  others,  for  Prevention^  by  puri- 
fying  the  Air  with  Gunpowder^  is  very  pr.o- 
mifing.  For  the  Explofions  of  Gunpowder  will 
by  no  Means  heat^  in  like  Manner,  2i^conjlant 
and  great  Fires  do  :  This  Method  therefore 
promifes  to  antidote  and  corred:  the  Fault  of 
Air  by  its  great  Explofions^  quick  DarthigSy 
and  fudden  fcorching  Flames-,  and  may  there¬ 
fore  very  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  he  able  to 
diffipate  and  deftroy  thofe  deleterious  and  ?7Dx- 
ions  Particles,  which  may  occafion  that  par¬ 
ticular  Fault  and  U72wholfom?2efs  of  the  Air, 
which  produces  and  fpreads  the  Plague:  Ef- 
pecially  in  fuch  Seafons  and  Conflitutions  of 
Air,  where  Fires  have  from  Experience  been 
found  hurtful. 

The  Method  of  preventing  the  fpread- 
ing  of  the  Plague  by  Gunpowder  ;  the  often 
firing  of  large  Guns,  and  proper  Fumigations', 
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feems  to  be  fo  agreeable  and  confonant  fe^ed" 
JorZy  eminently  to  deferve  the  Confide|Poii 
of  the  Public ;  in  cafe  it  fhould  pleafe  God 
to  fuffer  this  Nation  to  be  vifited  by  the 
Plague.  For  we  cannot  but  think,  that  the 
chief  Mark  we  are  to  aim  aty  is  the  dejiroying 
of  the  Plague  in  the  Air.  Since  the  Airy  as 
appears  by  all  the  Records  of  the  PlaguCy  has 
'  been  generally  efteemed,  the  principal  Caufe 
of  fpreading  InfeBion.  And,  according  to  the 
great  Rule  of  reffing  Difempers  in  the  Be^ 
gmning*y  all  Methods  for  Prevention^  as^well 
as  CurCy  (hould  immediately  be  put  in  Prac¬ 
tice,  on  the  very  firf  and  leaf  Appearance  of 
Infedlion. 

And  here  Sanctorius’j  Obfervation,  as 
given  above,  both  inforces  and  confirms  the 
Propriety  of  this  PraBice. 

Now,  tho*  we  do  not  know  what  the  Dif 
pofition  of  an  Objeit  to  receive  InfeBion  may 
be  'y  yet,  as  we  obferved  above,  this  we  learn 
from  Experiencey  and  may  make  our  Advan¬ 
tage  of  it :  That  Feary  Dejpairy  and  Dejec- 
tion  of  SpiritSy  hnmoderate  PaJJioziSy  too  luxu-- 
rious  and  high  Method  of  Feedizzgy  Nafinefsy 
and  the  living  on  unwkolfome  Diety  ought  to 
be  moft  carefully  avoided  :  Becaufe  Experi¬ 
ence  confirms,  that  thefe  Things  do  difpofe 
the  Body  to  receive  the  InjeBion.  And  here 
again,  xht  prudent  and  good  Man  will  have  the 
greateft  Chance  to  efcape  the  hfeBmiy  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  from  the  Airy  or  otherwife  5  by 

always 
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alwl^s  keeping  his  Mmd  in  a  right  Frame,- 
an^  his  Body  in  a  temperate  and  regular  Man¬ 
ner  ;  which  have  ever  been  found  in  Expe^ 
rience  great  Prefernjatives  againft  the  Infec--^ 
tion  of  the  Plague.  And  as  a  furtlier  Cau^ 
tion  again  ft  the  spreading  the  Irifedtion  of 
the  Plague,  fince  the  Poor^  are  generally 
obferved  to  fuffer  firft,  by  Reafoii  of  their 
Naflimfs^  and  want  of  wholefome  Provijiony 
it  would  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  early  as 
pofiible,  to  remove  the  Poor,  into  Lazaret^ 
td s  or  Leper  Houfes^  without  the  Town,  to 
be  fupported,  and  kept  clean  at  the  public 
Expence  :  And  this  is  the  only  right  Ule  of 
Lazaretto' $  ;  and  a  very  reafonable  and  good 
Pradtice  it  is,  and  what  would  meet  with  an 
anfwerable  Succefs,  as  Experience  has  for¬ 
merly  confirmed,  at  Venice*,  Sabeliicus 
L.  3.  Decad,  4.  rrr.  ven.  and  at  Milan, 
Mercurialis,  cap,  20,  de  pefle  :  Whereas, 
the  Shutting  up  the  InfeBed  together,  is  a 
moft  inhuman  and  barbarous  Practice/ 

But  a  Method  that  snWI  antidote  x\iq  par¬ 
ticular  Fault  of  the  Ai?\  which  occahons  the 
Plague y  Teems  the  inoft  likely  Prefervative 
again  ft  the  Plague,  and  xht  Spreading  of  its 
Infediion  :  And  could  we  be  fe cur'd  from  un-* 
whole fome  Air,  we  need  ncytxfear  the  Plague, 
And  as  Prevention  is  far  better  than  Curey 
no  proper  Means  ought  to  be  negledted  to 
preferve  us  from  fo  great  a  Calamity. 
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A  s  to  the  it  is  a  received  Opinion^ 

tliat  there  never  happened  Hco  Plagues  alike. 
And  this  Opinion  has  always  greatly  increaf- 
ed  the  Anxiety  of  the  People ;  who,  from 
thence  infer  the  great  Difficulty  and  Uncer¬ 
tainty  in  curing  the  Plague*  Now,  though 
thete  may  not,  indeed,  ever  have  happened 
any  two  Plagues^  in  all  their  Circumllances 
and  Appearances  exaBly  alike  ;  which  is  the 
Cafe  fuppofed  :  Yet  this  is  by  no  Means 
culiar  to  the  Plague.  For  the  fame  we  know 
is  equally  true,  in  all  other  acute  Difeafes. 
And  perhaps  no  two  Perfons  were  ever  ex- 
aBiy  alike  aff'eBedy  in  any  one  Difeafe  what¬ 
ever. 

Now,  that  we  may  remove  thefe  hirtful 
and  unreafonable  Opinions  and  Fears  of  the 
People,  which  are  fo  apt  to  render  ’em  more 
liable  to  receive  InfeBioriy  as  well  as  to  make 
^em  negligent  in  applying  early  for  Relief ; 
by  which  means  the  Diftemper  becomes 
more  difficult  of  Cure :  We  fhail  endeavour 
to  convince  ’em  of  their  Errors^  by  fhewing 
’em,  that  the  Records  and  Hiffories  of  the 
F every  called  the  Plague\  exhibit  fo  exaft 
an  Account  of  its  Symptoms  in  all  Times  and 
defcribe  the  Difeafe  fo  plainly  ;  and  give  us 
fo  exaB  an  Account  of  Methods  and  Medi¬ 
cines  which  have  either  proved  beneficial  or 
hurtful  :  And  withal,  afford  fuch  rational 
Hi.kl's  for  difcovering  the  proper  Methods  of 

'  Cure, 
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Cure,  .  in  all  the  Variety  of  this  Difeafe,  that 
no  difcerning^  diligent  Phyfician^  who  is 
well  acquainted  with  thefe  Records^  can  pof- 
fibly  be  at.  a  Lofs^  either  in  difcovering  u'ben 
the  Pliigns,  appears  amongft  us,  or  in  form¬ 
ing  a  proper.  Method  of  Cure,  if  People  would 
apply  in  Pi  me. 

In  thofe  Records  we  find  many  of  thq 
fame  Symptoms  in  all  Pimes  of  Pefiilence  :  And 
truly,  as  great  an  Agreejnent  in  the  Symp¬ 
toms  of  the  Plague^  as  in  other  acute  Diftem-. 
pers :  And  are  very  fully  made  acquainted 
with  the  ‘Jiroantia2ee\A  Lcedentia^  the  Things 
beneficial  or  hurtful^  in  the  Pradice  for 
ing  the  Plague.  So  that  thefe  Records  arq 
fufficient  to  dired:  the  Phyfician  to  a  right 
Method  of  Pradice,  if  he  carefully  attends  to 
the  Sympto?ns^  and  diligently  compares  the 
particular  Confiitution  of  the  Ai}\  wherein 
the  Plague  happens  j  having  alfo  due  Regard 
to  the  Pemperamen^  of  the  Perfon 

infiedled ;  by  wdiich  Means  he  will  foon  get 
acquainted  with  the  Genius  of  the  particular 
iBiuguc^  accord  ing.  to  Sydenhani^  Dired  ion, 
in  his'  Epidemics':  And-the  of  the  Di¬ 
feafe  being  once  obtained,  with  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  proper  CircumflanceSy  v^hen  the 
Methods  ai^d  Medicines  de fen  bed,  and  made 
uTe  of,  iji  tfiofe  excellent  Records,  are  likely 
to  proddee  the  befi  Eff'eBs  :  Tlnefe  Things,  I 
fay,  being  well  underilood,  the  Phyfician 
will  eafily  b.e  led  to  form  a  fuccefsjul  Method 
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of  Cure  to  the  great  Benefit  of  Mankind  : 
And  if  it  were  not  thro*  the  Fault  of  the  Peo- 
pky  by  deferring  to  complain  5  fuch  a 
gent  judicious  Phyjician  might  be  able  to 
jubdue  the  Plague  in  the  very  firji  Attacks  it 
makes  on  his  Patient. 

These  Records  of  Plagues  fully  inform  us, 
that  the  Methods  ufed  by  Phyficians  in  all 
Plagues^  have,  in  many  Cafts^  proved fuccefs^ 
fill,  even  vviien  xht  Plague  has  gathered  muck 
Strength  \  doubtlefs,  therefore,  thefe  very 
Methods  would  have  proved  more  face  efsful^ 
had  they  been  ufed  in  the  early  and  weaker 
State  of  the  Plague,  Wherefore,  were  it 
not  thro*  the  People’s  great  Idegledi  in  not 
applying  early  for  Advice,  even  on  the  very 
firjl  Appearance  of  the  Dilbrder ;  they  might 
reajonably  hope  for  a  Cure  :  And,  in  all  Pro¬ 
bability,-  would  much  oftener  receive  one.  In 
no  Cafe  therefore  is  the  great  Rule  of  Ref  fa 
ing  in  the  Beginning,  of  greater  Confcquence 
than  in  Times  of  Pefiilence, 

In  the  Deferiptions  of  the  Plague^  and 
peftilent  Fevers,  given  us  in  thefe  Records,  we 
find  it  attended  with  Buboes ;  and  that  Car-r 
buncles,  and  purple  Spots  arile  fuddeniy  in  fe- 
verai  Parts  of  the  Body,  The  Fever  is  con-- 
tinual,  and  acute the  outward  Parts  have 
often  a  Chillhiefs,  when  the  inward  Parts 
Jiave  an  extreme  Heat  5  the  Patient  is  fad 
^nd  greatly  cajl  down  ;  fuggifh,  and  inclines 
jnuch  to  Sleepy nefs  \  the  Pulfe  fmall,  languid. 
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quick  and  unequal :  And  it  has  its  Crifis  on 
the  3d,  4th,  or  5th,  and  fometimes  9th 
Pay,  &c. 

Our' Countryman  Sydenbaniy  one  of  the 
moft  accurate  Obfervers  fmce  the  Time  of 
Hyppocrates^  fays:  That  the  fird  Aqprcach 
of  the  and  pejUlent  Fevers j  is  almoiT 

always  accompanied  with  Shakings  and  Shi^- 
veringSy  like  the  Fits  of  an  Ague  5  prefently 
fucceeded  by  violent  Vomitings y  great  Pain 
about  the  Region  of  the  Hearty  a  burning  Fe^ 
ver  ;  and  that  the  Sick  is  perpetually  afiiided 
with  a  Concourfe  of  fuch-iike  Symptoms,  till 
Death  concludes  the  Scene  ;  or  an  happy  E- 
ruption  of  a  Bubo  or  ParotiSy  difcharging  the 
Mattery  frees  the  Patienty  and  Health  returns. 
He  obferves  alfo,  that  it  does  fometimes  hap¬ 
pen,  tho*  feldom,  x}e\?x  purple  Spots  break  out 
fuddenky  and  kill  the  Patient  without  a  Senfe 
of  a  Fever  preceding  ;  but  tho*  the  F'ever 
may  be  fometimes  unheededy  yet  Sydenham 
thinks,  a  Fever  always  precedes  thele  Erup¬ 
tions  and  other  Swellings.  And  Hippocrates 
fays,  a  Fever  attends  every  Flagiie  or  Fejii- 
lence 'y  but  in  the  Beginning  oifome  Plagues, 
the  Symptoms  are  often  miidy  and  therefore 
the  Fever  is  unheeded.  A^nd  the  Rea  ion 
whv  the  Fever  in  fome  of  our  ancient  Re- 
cords  is  jonietimes  unheededy  may  be  icen  in 
the  Reading  of  Fbucidides  and  Lucrftlus  5 
where  you  will  perceive,  that  thofe  Phyli- 
cians  had  no  other  Way  then  of  judging  of 

the 


the  Vevcvy  but  by  the  Touch  of  the  Body. 
The  Art  of  feelings  and  forming  a  fudge-- 
merit  by  the  Pulfe^  being  of  a  modern  Date  ; 
and  perhaps  the  Pulfe  in  Fevers  has  not  in 
thefe  later  Times  been  always  fo  duly  attend¬ 
ed  to,  as  it  defer ves. 

RIVEPJUS  Lib.  de  Feb.  pejlil.  ^6o. 
obferves,  that  in  the  Plague  which  raged  at 
Montpelier,  Anno  162^,  the  Parotides,  or 
the  Swellings  oj  the  Glands  under  the  'E^$^, 
v/hich  are  generally  critical  ferviceuSle,' 
when  they  appear  jn  i\\Q  'D'eclenJhn  of  the' 
Difeafe ;  •  were '  Wont,  at -that  Time,  to  come 
in  iht  Stafe  oi"''  the’ Difeafe,  i.  e.  about  the 
9thdriith  Day;  and  that  the  Patient  then 
died  in  two  Davs  after,  attended  with  Deli- 
ria'^s.  Stupors,  convulfive  Motions  and  an  tin-, 
,  equal,  frequent  and  fmall  creeping'VwKt.  But 
finding^no  Aiexiphartnics,  or  any  other 
Meaiis-ho.  cobid  try,;  would  fucceed;  at  length,, 
notwithiianding  thefe  dreadful  Synfpldhis, 
attended  W\i\\  fht'- frnall  creeping  Pulfe  \  he 
refolved  to  take  away  three  Ounces  oi^loodi 
by  TFay  of  Trial :  And  in  three;  or  four 
Hours  after,  viiiting^the  Patient,  .'again,  he 
found  his  Pulfe-  fomewhat  f  rgnger  f  which 
,’encouraged  him 'to  take  awiy  four  Ounces 
liiore';^  Pulfe  fifing  upon  it,  the  next 

Day  he  gave  him  a  gentle  Purge,  and  his 
Patief;t  recovered.  'And  after  .this,  in  the 
lib,‘i  Cafes,  of  which  he  llad  ^n^any,  he  ufed 
the  fame  Prablice,  and  ;they^  all  recovered. 
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So  that  he  never  loft  one  of  his  Patients,  in 
the  above-mentioned  dangerous  Circumjlances 
afterwards. 

The  Symptoms  of  the  Plague  of  Mar- 
feilleSy  were  very  like  thofe  defcribed  by  Fra- 
cafiorius  :  Where  we  find  the  Pulfe  is 
quick,  and  compreffed ;  the  Sick  feel  a  Weight 
in  the  Head  ;  their  Tongue  is  almoft  always 
*whife  :  So  mild  are  oftentimes  the  Sympto?ns 
of  this  terrible  Dejlroyer  of  Mankind.  Yet 
thefe  tmheeded  Symptoms  are  fufBcient  to  di- 
red  the  Pradiice  of  the  Phyfician,  and  ought 
to  be  a  Flint  to  the  People  to  complain 
early. 

The  fweating  Sicknefs  was  a  Plague  of 
Fitglifh  Orignal  \  and  was  never  cut  of  Eng- 
land,  but  on  the  Perfons  of  Englijhnien,  A 
very  remarkable  Inftance  of  the  Difpoftmi 
and  Aptitude  of  Bodies,  to  receive  and  che- 
rijh  the  Infection  of  the  Plague,  f'or  we 
there  find,  that  the  Englijh,  infedfed  with 
the  fweating  Sicknefs,  brought  forth  their  111- 
nefs,  in  %vhatever  Country  they  fled  to ;  yet 
none  of  the  Natives  of  thofe  Places  caught 
the  Infedtion  from  them.  And  that  Infec¬ 
tion  may  lay  long  concealed  in  the  Body,  the 
Bite  of  a  mad  Dog  is  a  wo?iderful  and  mani- 
fefl  Proof  Dr.  Keys,  who  pradifed  in  that 
Plague,  obferves,  li  peculiar  io  Englafid, 
and  intefted  Efigliflmen  only  ;  and  that  it  was 
flve  Times  in  'England,  and  no  where  elfe. 
This  Plague,  the  Dodor  fays,  was  very 
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rible,  like  the  Plague  of  Athens ;  and  it  de* 
flroycd  in  one  Day,  oftentimes  in  three  Hours  ^ 
fometimes  in  fix  Hours.  It  might  well 
therefore  be  called  a  Surprije  on  Nature^ 
And  where  its  Execution  was  fo  very  fudden, 
no  wonder  fo  many  died  before  the  Phy- 
fician  could  get  acquainted  with  its  Genius, 
But  in  this  very  terrible  Plague,  fo  foon  as 
the  Phyfician  underftood  its  true  Genius,  it 
was  mofi:  readily  and  eafily  cured  ;  only  by 
keeping  the  Patient  in  Bed,  carefully,  in  con^ 
tinned  moderate  Sweats  for  the  Space  of 
twenty-four  Hours.  And  Multitudes  were 
then  as  fuddenly  cured,  as  before  it  ufually 
killed,  that  is,  in  twenty-four  Hours  Time. 

The  Plague  of  Dantzick,  in  the  Year 
3713,  was  alfo  a  remarkable  Infiance  of  the 
Difpojitions  of  Bodies  to  receive  Infedion* 
For  of  all  the  Britijh  Subjedls,  who  winter- 
cd  there,  in  that  hard  Frojl,  and  Pime  of 
Pef  Hence,  not  one  received  any  Hurt  ;  when 
many  Phoufands  of  the  Natives  fell  by  the 
Diftemper.  And  in  the  Plague,  which  raged 
at  Copenhagen,  recorded  by  Utenhovius,  chap. 
II.  Perigrinat,  Ecclef,  Anglicajict :  It  is 
obferv’d,  the  Plague  made  great  Havock  a- 
mong  the  ^habitants  ;  but  no  Strangers, 
Engliflj, , Dutch,  or  German^  were  affedted 
with  it;  and  yet  thefe  F'oreigners  went 
freely  every  where  among  the  injeBed  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  into  the  infedied  Houjes  them- 
lelves. 
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It  is  alfo  obferved  in  the  Hijlories  and  Re^ 
cords  of  Plagues,  that  Ibnietimes  Children 
young  People  were  only  infeded,  and  the 
jiged  fparedj  fometimes  the  OAf  were  feized, 
and  young  Perfons  efcaped  ;  Other  Plagues 
again  have  infeded  Men^  while  the  Women 
remained  fafe  ;  So  furprifmg  and  unaccoimt- 
able  is  the  Difpofition  and  Aptitude  of  Bodies, 
in  regard  to  receiving  the  Infedion  of  the 
Plague. 

From  the  excellent  Records  of  Plagues y 
we  learn,  That  foine  Plagues  are  fpeedily  and 
moft  effedually  cured,  by  early  and  very 
plentiful  Bleedings  alone  :  In  others,  Sudori^ 
ficksy  properly  uled,  have  proved  very  fuccefs- 
fill ;  but  all  agreed  that  the  Medicines  of 
that  Kindy  (on  the  Experience  of  fuch  as 
have  been  heretofore  generally  adminiftred) 
fliould  by  no  Means  be  of  an  hot  Naturey 
efpecially  in  the  Beginning  :  It  having  been 
found,  that  they  have  proved  hurtful,  unlefs 
a  Sweat  has  prefently  enfued,  this  being  a 
Diftemper  attended  with  the  highefl  Degree 
of  Infiammation.  Other  Plagues  and  pefti’^ 
lential  Fevers  y  have  mo  ft  effedually  been 
cured  by  moderate  and  timely  repeated  Bieed-^ 
ings,  which  greatly  difpofe  the  Patient  to 
fall  into  Sweats.  For  when  the  Body  has 
been  thus  difpofcd,  it  has  been  obferved. 
That  by  keeping  the  Patient  clofe  in  Bed 
for  fome  Hours,  with  repeated  Dofes  of  mo¬ 
derate  diaphoretic  Medicines,  and  plentijul 
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Dilution  ;  fupporting  his  Spirits,  at  the  fame  * 
Time.  vvi>h  moderate  warm  Broths  ;  and  for 
feme  Honrs  after,  giving  great  Quantities  of 
Sage  Tea,  or  the  like  5  and,  laftly,  by  throw¬ 
ing  in  a  gentle  cooling  PurgCy  the  Cure  has 
been  compleatcd.  Others  again  without 
Bleedings  by  only  keeping  the  Patient  fome 
Time  in  moderate  Sweats^  and  then  giving  a 
gentle  cooling  PurgCy  have  been  perfediy  re¬ 
covered  :  Some  again,  when  the  Parotids 
have  appeared  in  the  State  of  the  Difeafe  ; 
by  negledting  the  Swelling,  and  fubftituting 
moderate  Bleedings  and  Purgings,  have  done 
well.  Many  are  the  In  dances  of  fiicb  like 
Cures  that  we  find  in  our  Books  of  Phyfic. 

The  Records  of  the  Plague  inform  us,  that 
the  Plague  is  not  always  juddenly  generated  ; 
but  that  it  oftentimes  comes  on  : 

And  this  is  agreeable  to  the  unanimous  op- 
nton  of  the  beji  and  meji  judicious  Phyficians  \ 
who  obferve,  there  muft  be  fome  Time  for 
breeding  a  Diftemper,  and  that  Difeafes  do 
not  come  upon  Men  of  a  fudden ;  So  that 
in  Times  ofPeftilence  too,  there  is  generally 
early  Notice  given  of  the  approaching  PJneJs. 
There  is  Time  therefore  10  recoiled,  and 
Condder  the  feveral  Methods,  to  be  met 
with  in  the  Records  of  Plagues  together 
with  the  Things  which  proved  hurtful  or 
beneficial  j  and  to  compare  the  then  reigning 
Conliitution  and  particular  Genius  of  the 
Plague^  from  its  Symptoms  and  Ajpearances ; 

'  Which 


t  51  ] 

Which  may  qualify  the  Phyfician  to  Prac¬ 
tice,  almoft  with  zSi  equal  Succefs^  as  in  other 
epidemic  Fevers, 

It  is  very  plaioj  by  the  Defcrlptions  we 
have  of  the  Plague,  that  it  is  the  top  Degree 
of  a  Fever,  atteuded  with  a  very  high  Injlani-^ 
mation  of  the  Blood,  quickly  bringing  on  a 
general  Mortification  of  all  the  Fluids  of  the 
Body  ;  and  therefore  ought  to  be  oppofed  in 
Time  :  And  that  the  curative  Indicatiojts  in 
the  Plague,  are  either  exaSlly  to  follow  Na- 
Jure,  and  affift  her  in  expelling  the  Difeafe  ; 
or  to  Jubfiitute  a  contrary  and  more  fafe 
Method, 

And  in  the  Plague  we  obferve,  that  Na¬ 
ture  performs  her  Bufinefs  by  fome  Abfcefs, 
and  fo  the  Matter  is  caft  out,  if  fhe  herfelf 
don*t  err,  or  is  not  violently  forced  out  of 
the  Way  ;  but  as  we  often  know  not  how  to 
promote  the  Eruption  of  the  Impoflhume,  and 
great  Mi f chief  may  happen  by  attempting  it ; 
we  ought  to  confidcr  by  what  Means  we 
can  anfwer  what  we  call  the  fecend  Intention, 
i.  e.  by  fubfiituting  a  Solution  of  the  Difeafe 
contrary  to  that  of  Nature :  And  this,  fays 
Sydenham,  can  only  be  done  by  Bleed  ng  or 
Sweat,  Accordingly  we  find,  in  the  ifr- 
cords  of  the  Plague,  that  early  and  very  plen^ 
tiful  Bleeding,  even  to  fainting  away,  has 
proved  furprifingly  fuccefsful,  efpecially  in 
feme  hot  Countries,  As  to  Sweating,  the 
other  Method  of  Cure,  it  is  by  all  agreed, 
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that  the  provoking  of  Sweat,  by  giving  hat 
Medicines  too  early y  has  generally  proved 
exceeding  hurtful  ^  efpecially  if  Sweats  have 
not  kindly  enfued  the  taking  thefe  hot  Me¬ 
dicines  :  But  when  Bleedhig  moderately  has 
preceded,  and  that  early y  the  Body  has  there¬ 
by  been  greatly  difpos’d  to  fall  into  Sweats, 
'which  being  encourag’d  by  keeping  clofe  in 
Bed,  and  aHifted  with  temperate  cordial  and 
diaphoretic  Medici neSy  with  plentiful  Dilution y 
and  afterwards  giving  a  gentle  cooling  Purge y 
has  proved  in  our  cooler  Countries  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  in  the  Cure  of  the  Plague. 

But  ’tis  conjiantly  obferved,  that  in  pejli-- 
lential  FeverSy  the  Bufinefs  of  Cure  is  always 
performed  by  Sweat ;  fo  that  in  thefe  Fe^ 
verSy  wc  ought  to  take  our  Courfe  agreeable 
to  Nature'^  own  Conduct  and  Inclination. 

In  moft  Difeafes,  indeed,  it  is  the  Duty 
of  the  Phyfician'  to  attend  to  the  Solution  of 
the  Difeafe  appointed  by  Nature  j  but  in  the 
PlaguCy  which  is  often  fo  very  acutey  the 
renouncing  Nature’s  Method,  and  fubfiitU’- 
ting  a  contrary,  has  proved  furprifingly  fuc- 
cefsful. 

From  the  Symptoms  of  the  Plague,  we 
learn,  that  it  is  really  a  Fever y  attended  with 
an  high  Inflammationy  quickly  bringing  on  a 
Mortification  ot  all  the  Fluids  in  the 
Body,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  oppofed  early  ; 
and  Experience  fliews  the  feveral  above- 
mention’d  Methods',  contrary  to  Nature’s 
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Method,  have  all  proved  fuccefsful  at  7tmes ; 
it  is  highly  incumbent  therefore,  and  the' 
flridt  Duty  of  the  Phyfician,  mofl  diligently 
to  compare  and  confider  the  Symptoms  of  the 
reigning  Plague,  and  the  particular  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Air ^  the  Temperament^  Age^  &c.  of 

.  the  Patient,  with  the  feveral  Circiimjiances 
of  Plagues  mention’d  in  our  Records^  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  into  the  Genius  of  this  wo^  of 
Fevers ;  and  then,  having  always  due  Regard 
to  the  fwvantia  and  Lcedentia^  or  Things 
hurtful  or  beneficial,  and  his  Memory  fur- 

•  nifh’d  with  the  Methods  taken,  and  SuccelJes 
recorded  in  other  Plagues,  he  will  be  led  to 
form  a  fuccefsful  Method  of  Cure^  either  by 

•  following  Nature^  and  affifting  her  in  her 
own  Way  in  expelling  the  Difeafe ;  or,  as 
Sydenham  judges,  may  often  moji  fuccefsfudy 
be  performed,  in  this  ve?y  acute  Difeafe,  by 
renouncing  Nature's  Condudiy  and  fuhjlituting 
a  contrary  a7id  more  faje  Method  of  Cure, 

STDENHAM  was  of  Opinion,  that 

•  large  Bleedings  ofte7i  repeated  before  any  Tu¬ 
mour  appeared,  was  never  the  Caufe  of  any 
one’s  Death,  v/ho  had  that  Diftemper  in  the 
laji  great  Plague  of  London:  But  obferv’d 
Bleeding  but  fparinglyy  and  after  the  Swel¬ 
ling  is  come  out  with  Abatement  of  the  Symp- 

.  tomSy  was  always  hurt  fid.  He  mentions  alfo 
a  remarkable  Succefs  in  the  Cure  of  the 
Plague  which  was  formerly  at  Dunftar- 
Cajile  in  Some^fetfdrey  w^here  many  were 
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cured  of  the  Plague  by  taking  away  a  very 
/arge  ^antity  of  Blood  at  once^  before  any 
Swellmg  appeared,  without  giving  any  Me¬ 
dicine  at  all  after  the  Bleeding  ;  and  he  ob- 
ferves,  not  one  Perfon,  thus  treated,  died  of 
the  Plague, 

But  Sydenham  more  generally  approved 
of  Bleeding  moderately^  and  early,  before  any 
Swelling  appear’d  \  and  then  he  proceeded  in 
the  Ufe  of  moderate  Sudorifics:  And  this 
Bleeding  he  obferv’d  greatly  inclin’d  the  Pa¬ 
tient  to  Sweat.  But  as  Naufeas  and  Vomitings 
often  attend  People  ill  of  the  Plague,  that 
they  might  retain  the  fudorific  Medicine  in 
their  Stomach,  he  order’d  his  Patients  to  be 
cover’d  firft  with  the  Bed-Cloaths,  and  by 
putting  the  Sheet  over  their  Faces,  till  he 
brought  on  a  Perfpiration,  effectually  took 
off  that  Symptom  of  Vomiting,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  faulty  Secretions  made  in  the 
Stomach  from  the  Blood  previoufy  vitiated 
by  the  pefilential  InfeSlion ;  then  giving  his 
Sudorifics,  the  Patient  retain’d  ’em,  and  lay 
clofe,  carefully  continuing  the  Sweat,  with 
proper  Sudorifics  and  diluting  Liquors,  for 
fome  Time :  He  afterwards  gave  a  gentle 
cooling  Purge,  and  fuccefsfully  cured,  in  pef 
tilential  Fevers  efpecially. 

STDENHAM  fays  it  is  very  dangerous 
and  uncertain  to  long  for  a  legitimate 
Maturation  of  the  Impofthume,  in  fo  very  acute 
a  Difeafe  as  the  Flag  ue,  and  therefore  ad  vi- 
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fes,  and/ayi  a  very  great  Strefixx<^on  it,  That 
we  ought  often  to  renounce  the  ConduSl  of  Na¬ 
ture  in  the  Piagne,  and  to  fuhflitute  a  contrary 
and  more  fuccefsful  Method,  in  order  to  our 
Succeeding  happily  in  the  Cure  of  the  Plague ; 
and  the  not  obierving  this,  he  thinks,  has 
been  the  Occafion  of  many  ill  Succefes  in  the 
Plague  j  and  indeed  many  Obfervations  and 
SuccelTes  in  the  Records  of  the  Plague,  con- 
frm  and  ftrengthen  this  his  Opinion. 

And  here,  by  the  Way,  we  cannot  but 
obferve,  that  as  that  terrible  Idiliemper ,  the 
worjl  Kind  of  the  confluent  Small-Pox,  is  by 
all  Phyficians  allowed  to  have  a  great  Simili¬ 
tude  with  the  Plague  of  Pejhlence,  from  its 
great  Inflammation,  fubfequent  Maturations 
and  Mortifications,  and  the  great  Mortality 
it  is  often  attended  with  ;  So  we  cannot  but 
think,  that  the  fubftituting  a  contrary  and 
more  fafe  Method,  in  that  Difeafe,  highly 
merits  the  Attention  of  the  Phyfician. 

Our  prefent  PraStice,  even  in  the  befi 
Hands,  often  dilappoints  our  Hopes ;  and  in 
the  word  Sorts  of  Flux-Pox,  the  Difeafe  is 
almoft  as  fatal  as  the  Plague  itfelf :  Probably 
therefore,  the  fubftituting  a  contrary  Method 
in  the  Room  of  what  is  now  ufed  with  lb 
little  Succefs,  may  deferve  Conlideration, 
The  Piocejs,  that  leeins  to  me  moft  pro- 
miling,  IS  this  r  birft,  to  make  ule  of  /t— 
peated  Bleedings  imht  very  Beginning  of  this 
fatal  Sort  of  Small-Pox  ^  then  to  adminiiier 
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^gentk  Vomit,  if  indicated  ^  care  being  taken, 
that  the  Patient  drink  freely  in  working  off 
the  Vomit :  After  this,  at  proper  Intervals, 
(which  every  Ikilful  Phyfician  will  readily 
judge  of )  proper  Dofes  of  that  furprifmg  Dia¬ 
phoretic,  the  ejjential  Salts  of  Rue,  are  to  be 
given  in  a  Spoonful  of  warm  White-Wine  Vine¬ 
gar  ;  diluting  v/ell,  at  the  fame  Time,  with 
fmall  Sage  Tea,  or  the  like  ;  and  keeping  the 
Patient  moderately  warm  in  Bed.  For  by  Means 
of  this  ejfential  Salt,  he  will  have  a  conftant 
infenfihle  Tranfpiration  without  Sweat ;  and 
Jweating  Medicines  we  all  know,  too  eardy 
ufed,  heighten  and  increaje  Fevers,  by  over- 
heatmg  and  thickening  the  Blood  :  At  the 
fame  Time  it  may  be  proper  open  to  injedt 
€mollie?2t  Clyjiers,  by  Way  of  Fomentation  to 
the  Bowels,  Now,  repeated  Experience  has 
confirmed  to  us  the  wonderful  Effedt  this  ef- 
fential  Salt  (which  contains  the  whole  Crafis 
of  the  Plant)'  has,  in  promoting  infenjible 
Tranfpiration  without  Sweat :  We  therefore 
think  this  Salt  juftly  merits  the  Charadter  of 
an  univerfal  Remedy  in  all  Fevers,  and  do 
apprehend  it  highly  probable,  that  by  treat¬ 
ing  Patients  in  the  epidemical  Sall-Pox,  in 
the  above-mentioned  Manner,  and  afterwards 
giving  I'cpeated,  cooling  Purges,  we  might  be 
able  to  cure  this  terrible  Difemper,  much 
eafier  and  fafer,  than  in  that  extremely  hazar¬ 
dous  and  very  tedious  Method  of  aflifting  Na¬ 
ture  in  the  Suppuration, 
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Tkis  Method  alfo  would  prevent  the  dif~ 
figuring  of  the  Face  by  Pits^  Scars  and  Sea?ns^ 
the  general  Confequence  and  cruel  EfFed:s  ot 
curing  the  confiiient  Small-Pox^  by  promot¬ 
ing  the  Maturation  in  Nature's  own  Way 
and  we  cannot  but  think,  the  fubftituting  a 
contrary  and  more  fafe  Method  than  the  pre- 
fent,  in  the  worf  Kinds  of  Small- Pox  high¬ 
ly  merits  the  Confideration  of  all  Phyficians, 
And  if  the  above-mejitioned  Method^  or  any 
other ^  which  might  be  thought  on,  fliould 
prove  fiiccefsfitl ;  which  might  very  eafily 
and  properly  be  made  frial  of  07i’condemn  d 
Malefadlors^  in  the  moft  epidemical  and  worji 
Confitutions  of  the  confluent  S?nalUPox  ;  it 
would  prove  an  unfpeakable  Benefit  to  Man¬ 
kind. 

Many  learned  Phyficians  obferve  and  la- 
ment  the  great  Danger^  Uncertainty  ajid  In- 
convenieiices  with  which  the  prefent  PraSlice 
in  the  C07iflue77t  SfnallPox  is  attended  ^  we 
therefore  think  it  ought  always  to  excite  the 
Liduflry  a7id  Ingenuity  of  every  Phyfician  to 
confider  how  to  fubflitute  a  Method,  in  the 
very  Begin7nng  of  this  Illnefs,  which  may 
prove  77iore  fuccefsful  than  xhe  prefent  Method 
has  hitherto  done :  And  we  think  fuch  Me¬ 
thods  ought  to  be  as  early  as  pqfible^  before 
the  Puflles  are  too  far  advanced ;  left  we 
ftiould  too  rajhly  diflurb  Nature^  by  entering 
on  a  difl^ere7it  Mtthod  from  her  own,  at  a 
Time  when  we  ought  to  aflifl  iier.  We 
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doubt  not,'  were  we  to  treat  the  confimit 
Small  Pox ^  in  the  njery  Beginnings  as  art 
high  inflammatory'  Fever  only,  without  any 
Regard  to  a  future  Maturation  ;  we  might 
form  a  more  fuccefsful  Method  of  Cure,  and 
altogether  anticipate  the  great  Danger  and 
ill  Confequences,  always  attending  the  pre- 
fent  Method  of  treating  the  epidemical  conflu¬ 
ent  Small-Pox.  And,  indeed,  it  is  not  at 
all  unlikely,  variolous  Fevers  have  fome- 
times  been  cured  (thro'  a  lucky  Mi  flake  of 
the  Phyfician)  as  common  inflammatory  Fe¬ 
vers  efpecially  when  the  Seafon  and  Co7ifli- 
tution  of  Air,  favouring  the  Small-PoXs  has 
not  been  duly  attended  to  3  or  that  tho 
Small-Pox  w^as  not  become  very  rife  ov  fre¬ 
quent. 

SYDENHAM  obferves,  with  regard  to 
the  Plague s  that  if,  (when  the  Bubo  comes 
out  at flrfl  well,  and  with  an  Abatement  of 
the  Symptoms )  Sweats  have  the?!  been  ofliciovfly 
promoted,  with  a  Defign  to  farther  its  E- 
ruption  3  the  Bubo  has  dif appeared  fuddenlyy 
and  in  Read  of  it,  pimple  Spots ^  the  certain 
Tokens  ofl  Deaths  have  fucceeded  3  which  he 
attributes  to  the  Means  ufed  to  provoke  the 
Sweatings  as  having  dijjipated  by  other  Ways, 
thro'  the  Habit  oi  the  Body,  the  chief  Part 
of  the  Matters  which  flaould,  at  this  Time, 
have  ferved  to  have  kept  up  Swelling, 
And  the  fame  Method  of  promoting  Sweating^ 
is  obferved  to  be  fatal  aifo  in  the  Sinall-PoXy 
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which,  in  Nature’s  own  Way,  tends  to 
form  the  Bufinefs  by  Suppuration,  For  by 
this  Means  the  Blood  is  more  heated,  and  the 
Pujlles  depriv  d  of  the  Humours^  which  fliou  I  d 
ferve  to  keep  ’em  up  :  And  the  fame  we  ob- 
ferve  alfo,  when  Blijiers  are  to  early  apply' d 
in  the  Small-Pox  ;  which  always  irritate, 
inflame  and  mcreafe  the  Fever,  and  fub fir adt 
Jrom  the  Blood,  the  Humours  necefjary  to  fiip^ 
ply  the  Puflles  ;  and  thereby  interrupt  Na¬ 
ture  in  the  Method  floe  had  begun  to  endea- 
Qur  to  expel  the  Difeafe, 

It  is  not  impoflible,  but  future  Chance, 
or  Experience,  may  furnifli  us  with  a  proper 
Antidote  in  the  Cure  of  the  S?nall-Pox,  which 
may  immediately  and  at  once  deflroy  the  In¬ 
fection,  and  thereby  prevent  all  fubfequent 
'  Symptoms :  But  till  we  are  fo  happy,  as  to 
know  fuch  a  flngular  Pemcdy,  we  ought  not 
to  negledl  the  endeav“buring  to  fubflitute  a 
more  fafe  Method  in  the  very  beginning  of 
the  Difeafe  ;  and  fuch  whereby  we  may  rea- 
fonably  hope  totally  to  refcue  Nature  from 
the  Neceffity  of  that  moft  tedious  and  hazard¬ 
ous  Way  of  Suppuration, 

Now  the  abovementioned  Method  of 
Bleeding  plentifully  in  the  very  begmning, 
and  repeating  it  as  Occafion  may  reqmre, 
&c,  is  not  altogether  unp?^omifing  ;  more  ef- 
pecially,  as  onv  Method propofed  agreeable 
to  what  Hippocrates  obferves  in  his  Epide- 
7nics,  concerning  the  Crifes :  viz.  That  the 
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T)ifeafe  always  beji  judged  by  more  that\ 
one  Evacuation  ;  for  then  the  Patient  always 
recovered.  And  Lommius^  fpeaking  of  the 
Crifes  in  epidemical  and pejiilent  Fevers,  fays: 
That  the  Difeafe  was  not  always  jiniJEd  by 
one,  but  by  more  Evacuations ;  and  if  by 
Chance,  in  thefe  terrible  Fevers,  the  Patients 
then  bled  phitifully  at  the  Nofe,  and  prefent- 
Rafter  plentifid  Sweats  follow' d\  thofe 
tients  recover'd  immediately.  But,  though  we 
are  altogether  againji  Sweating  in  the  Begin^ 
ning  ;  yet  if  by  our  Method  of  treating  the 
Patient,  which  takes  off  the  Tbicknefs  of  the 
Blood,  and  increafes  the  feveral  Secretions  j 
if,  I  fay,  plentijul  Sweats  towards  the  latter 
End,  fhould  arife  of  their  own  accord,  they 
cannot  but  prove  very  beneficial,  and  facilU 
tate  the  Cure  ;  fuch  Snpeats  being  found  al¬ 
together  criticaL 

Although  this  Method  bids  faireft  for 
Succefs  in  the  very  Beginning  of  the  Diftem- 
per  ^  yet  it  might  not  prove  unfuccefsful  in 
the  early  Days  of  the  Appearance  of  the  £- 
ruptions :  And  this  Frial,  we  fay,  might 
very  eafily  be  made  on  condemn'd  Malefac^_ 
tors.  For  we  cannot  but  think  the  very  ha-- 
zardons,  and  fo  often  unfuccefsful  Method  of 
treating  the  worf  Kinds  of  the  SmalhPox, 
in  ISature's  own  VFay,  by  promoting  Suppii^ 
ration ;  and  the  many  ill  Confequences  of 
this  Method,  even  where  the  Patient  hap^ 
pens  to  efcape  with  Life,  ought,  at  all  Times, 

to 
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to  excite  the  Phyfician  to  cpnfider  in  what 
Manner  he  might  fubflifute  a  fafer  and  bet-: 
ter  Method  of  Cure  in  this  moji  fat^  Di-t 
feafe. 

STDENHAMy  whom  we  have  Occa- 
fion  to  quote,  once  and  again,  on  the  Sub- 
jedt  of  the  Plague^  obferves  that  the  Jdjer 
Method  of  Cure  was  only  to  be  performed 
two  Ways^  ^iz,  either  by  large  Bleeding  in 
the  Beginning,  or  by  Sweat :  As  to  the  Me¬ 
thod  by  large  Bleeding  in  the  beginnings  he 
gives  feveral  Inftances  of  its  Succefs,  and  ap¬ 
peals  to  the  Phyficians  who  continued  in 
Town  during  the  laft  Plague  of  London  i 
whether  they  ever  obferved  that  large  Bleed-- 
ingSy  early y  was  the  Caufe  of  any  ones  Death 
that  had  the  Plague,  Bat  tho’  Sydenham 
approv’d  of  this  Method  of  Bleedmgy  and  had 
often  experienc’d  its  Succefs ;  yet  the  curing 
by  Sweaty  he  fays,  pleafed  him  better  :  Be- 
caufe  the  latter  Method  did  not  wea.ken  fo 
miichy  not  hazard  the  Reputation  of  the 
Phyfcian,  But  then  Sweatings  he  obferves, 
had  alfo  its  Inconveniencies  >  for  if  Sweat  did 
pot  foon  enfue  the  Ufe  of  Siidorificsy  or  broke 
off  too  foon,  it  greatly  e?idangered  the  Patient’s 
Life. 

He  afterwards  found,  that  the  taking  a- 
way  fome  Blood  earlyy  did  often  remove  the 
firji  Inconveniency  3  and  he  then  purfued  this 
Method  Sweating  with  more  Succefs.  But 
^vhen  a  Swelling  appeared,  he  did  not  dare 

to 
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to  bleed  ;  altho’  in  a  Body  unapt  U  Jweaf^ 
he  thinks  it  might  be  fafely  done,  provided 
Sweat  was  immediately  procured  after,  and 
continued  fome  Time,  fo  as  to  difperfe  and 
(:onfume  by  Degrees  the  whole  Humour  ; 
and  this  he  thinks  may  be  attempted  with 
lefs  Danger,  than  when  a  legitimate  Matu-- 
ration  of  the  Impojlhume  is  long  waited  for, 
which  is  very  uncertain  in  fo  acute  a  Difeafe. 
But  Sydenham^  not  fully  fatisfied  with  either 
of  the  above-mentioned  two  Methods^  adds : 
That  the  peculiar  and  proper  Alexipbarmic 
of  the  Plague y  yet  lies  hid  in  Nature's  Bofom. 

We  here  again  obferve,  that  early  and 
large  Bleeding,  has  often  cured  the  Plague  5 
and  that  the  Plague  is  fometimes  cured  by 
Sudorijics  only  :  We  obferve  alfo,  that  Sudo’^ 
rijicsy  where  Bleeding  moderately  has  early 
preceded^  proved  mod:  fuccefsful ;  and  that 
thefe  Methods  were  intended  to  relieve  Na¬ 
ture,  from  the  NeceJJity  of  endeavouring  a 
Cure  by  her  own  dangerous  Way  of  Bubo's^ 
&c.  But  thefe  Methods  have  been  unfatisfac- 
tory  and  manifeftly  attended  With  great  Da?!-- 
ger^  tho*  much  lefs  indeed,  than  Nature’^  own 
Way  in  this  acute  Difeale.  We  fee  alfo  the 
Methods  which  have  heft  fucceeded,  and  the 
Defedis  they  ftill  lie  under  ;  yet  thefe  are  the 
Methods  the  judicious  Phyfecian  ought  to 
proceed  in,  till  we  are  fo  happy  as  to  obtain 
thzX  peculiar  proper  Alexipbarmic  of  the 
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Plague,  which,  as  Sydenham  obferves,  is  ytt 
a  Secret,  , 

We  fliall  now  venture  to  propofe  the  Re-^ 
medyy  which  we  think  may  prove  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  proper  Alexipharmic  oj  the  Plague ; 
and^  at  the  fame  Time,  give  our  Reafons^ 
why  we  believe  this  Remedy^  will  produce  the 
good  Effects  intended  by  Bleeding  and  Sweat¬ 
ing  in  the  Plague^  without  any  of  the  Hazard 
thofe  Methods  are  allow’d  to  be  often  liable 
to  ;  tho’  both  thefe  Methods  have,  at  Times, 
proved  very  fuccefsful,  and  are  the  beft  Me¬ 
thods  hitherto  publifh’d. 

Now  as  to  the  Medicme  itfelf^  it  is  that 
recommended  above,  in  the  Cure  of  the  Con- 
jluent  Small-Pox  3  I  mean,  the  efje72tial  Salts 
of  Rue, 

The  Hopes  we  entertain  from  this  Re¬ 
medy  ^  and  the  Method  to  be  obferved  in  the 
Cure  of  the  Plague ^  pefiilential  Fevers,  and 
epidemical  Small-Pox  ^  is  grounded  on  the 
great  Succefs  it  has  been  lo?2g  ufed  with  in  all 
Fevers,  even  of  the  worfl  Kinds ;  where  Ex¬ 
perience  confirms  its  furprijmg  Efficacy  in  pro¬ 
moting  infenfible  Franfpiration,  and  thereby 
producing  great  Evacuation  from  the  Blood, 
without  weakening  ;  and  its  peculiar  Manner 
of  correBing  the  Faidt  in  the  Blood,  without 
the  leaft  Difhirbance  to  the  Oeco?i0my  of  the 
Body. 

But  in  order  more  fully  to  explain  the 
Reafons,  why  we  think  our  Medicme  truly 
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adapted  for  the  Cure  of  the  Plague^  pejiileh^ 
iial  Fevers,  and  epidemical  Small^Pox  ;  we 
think  it  neceffary  to  give  our  Opinion  of  the 
true  Nature  and  Genius  of  the  Plague,  ajid 
all  Kinds  of  Fevers  5  and  to  fliew,  that  the 
Plague  is  the  chief  and  top  Degree  of  a  Fever; 
The  Plague  is  by  ^11  learned  Phyficians, 
from  Hippocrates' s  Time  to^  the  prefentj^ 
agreed  to  be  a  Fever,  from  a  particular  Fault 
in  the  Blood,  as  all  other  Fevers  are.  And 
all  the  different  Kinds  of  Fevers  are  as  fpeci- 
fically  dijtintl  from  one  another,  as  any  other 
two  Difeafes-,  and  the  Plague  is  a  Fever 
which  has  its  fpecife  Marks  difmguipoing  it 
from  all  other  Fevers. 

.  Therefore  it  will  be  necefFary  to  Jhew  * 
what  a  Fever  is  in  gefieral,  and  its  Nature, 
which  we  (liall  endeavour  in  a  Jhort  a7id fuc- 
cintl  Manner. 

Now,  a  Fever  is  a  preternatural  Motion 
of  the  Blood,  hurting  feveral  FunBions  of  the 
Body  ;  proceeding  trom  a  Faidt  in  the  Blood  ^ 
and  a  Fault  in  the  Blood,  is  a  certain  Condi¬ 
tion,  without  which  720  Fever  can  fubfift.  A 
'Fever  therefore,  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  vitia^ 
ted  Blood,  in  its  ^lafitity.  Motion,  or  ^ality, 
or  all  of  thefe  together  ;  and  with  every  one 
of'thefe,  is  the  Pidfe  difordered,  which  is 
indeed  dciz  pathognomonic  Sign  of  a  Fever. 

But  the  Variety  of  Fevers,  or  rather,  the 
Appearances  in  Fevers,  infinite  :  There-- 
fore  a  Method,  which  gives  us  the  Nature  of 
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i  Fever  univerfally,  from  its  Symptoms ^  can 
only  deliver  us  from  CorifuJiGn,  For  by  this 
Method  we  mav  be  led  into  the  Nature  of 
Fevers  univerfally^  and  from  thence  to  their 
Ciire^  .and  by  no  other  :  And  if  we  can  come 
at  the  Nature  of  Fevers^  and  their  Cure  uni^ 
verfally^  we  (liall  eahly  be  led  to  the  Nature 
and  Cure  oi particular  Fevers;  and  amongft 
them,  to  that  of  the  Plague,  which  differs 
only  in  Degree  from  other  Fevers;  altho'  it 
has  its  peculiar  and  dijlmguiflnng  Symptoms. 

BELLINI,  and  other  learned  Phyficians, 
agree,  that  a  F'ever  has  bin  one  Caufe,  tho’  the 
Fa r i ety  oi  Fevers,  or  the  various  Appearances 
rather,  of  Fevers,  are  infinite,  and  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  clafijed  by  Obfervation  :  So  that  from 
our  Knowledge  of  a  Fever  umverfially  from 
its  Symptoms,  we  can  only  hope  for  Succefs  in 
curing  any  Fever, 

We  fay  then,  Fevers  have  but  07ie  Caufe, 
and  this  Caufe  is  a  Lent  or  ;  and  in  every  Fe¬ 
ver  the  Pulfe  deviates  from  its  natural  State, 
and  that  is  the  pathognomonic  Sign,  which  is 
common  to  every  Fever,  and  directs  us  to 
know,  that  there  is  a  Fever  ;  and  alfo,  what 
a  Fever  is  in  general :  So  that  a  Fever  is  a 
Fault  in  the  Blood,  and  the  particular  Fault 
in  the  Blood,  with  its  peculiar  Appearances, 
determines  the  Fever  to  be  of  this  or  that 
Kmd ;  even  from  the  lowefi  Degree,  up  to 
the  very  top  Degree  of  a  Fever  called  the 
Plague :  All  Fevers  whatlbever  dij/tring  onlv  , 
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in  the  Lentor's  greater  or  lejjer  Coherence^  and 
its  dlffevent  Solution :  And  all  the  Symptoms 
and  various  Appearances  belonging  to  Fevers 
are  manifcftiy  and  particularly  fhewn  by 
Belliniy  and  other  learned  Authors,  to  be  oc-- 
cajloned  by  this  one  Caufe,  viz,  the  Lentor  in¬ 
duced  into  the  Blood,  and  its  different  Cos¬ 
her  ence  and  Solution,  And  our  moft  learned 
Phyficians  are  unanimous^  that,  in  difcoverhig 
the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  a  Difeafe,  all  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Difeafe  mufl:  agj^ee  and  chime 
together,  and  rnujl  flow  from  one  Caufe,  Be- 
caufe  nothing  can  be  the  Caufe  of  a  Difeafe ^ 
that  does  not  the  Symptoms^  in  which 

the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  confifts. 

-This  Lentor  induced  into  the  Blood,  pro¬ 
duces  certain  Changes  in  the  Blood,  which.- 
are  attended  with  certain  Symptoms,,  and  ‘ 
followed  by  certain  inevitable  Alterations  of 
the  Habit :  We  muft  therefore  purfue  this 
immediate  Caufe  into  all  its  various  Shapes 
of  Exiftence^  producing  all  the  Variety  of 
Appearances  in  particular  Kinds  of  Fevers, 
And  thh  LentoV s  differing  only  in  its  greater 
or  lefer  Coherence y  and  different  Solutiouy  is 
really  the  common  Caufe  of  the  Symptoms 
and  Appearances  in  all  F ever Sy  even  up  to 
the  Plague.  And  tho*  the  Antecedents  of 
^  Fever  may  vitiate  the  Blood  in  its  ^uan- 
tityy  Motion^  and  ^ality^  yet  the  Concomi^ 
tants  and  Confequences  of  a  Fever,  do  ne- 
ceflarily  depend  upon  the  Blood’s  vitiated 
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Squall  fy  ;  as  Hippocrates^  and  the  be  ft  Phy- 
hcians  allow  ;  And  from  this  Enquiry  into 
the  Nature  of  Fevers  univcrfally^  we  can 
only  be  led  to  the  true  and  rational  Method 
ot  Pra<flice  for  the  Curs  of  Fevers  in  gene-- 
raly  and  of  every  particular  Fever, 

Now,  as  a  Vifcidityy  or  Lentor  of  the  BlooJ 
and  Lymph  ;  a  Diminution  of  the  Fxecretions  \ 
too  great  a  Tenfion  and  Rigidnefs  of  the  vaf 
cular  Frame ;  and  the  Blood  and  Lymph  bcr- 
coming  too  acrid  ;  are  the  only  Requijites  ne- 
ceffary  towards  the  Produdiion  of  all  acute 
continual  Fevers  :  So  the  befl  general  Method 
of  curing  acute  Fevers^  is  agreed  to  be,  by 
confalting  the  Strength  of  the  Patient ;  cor- 
redling  the  ^ality  of  the  Blood  ;  dijjolving 
.and  expelling  its  Lentor  ^  and  mitigating  the 
fever  a  I  Sympto7n^, 

This  therefore  being  both  the  Caufe  and 
Nature  of  all  Fevers^  thofe  Methods  and 
Medicines^  which  take  off  the  ^aniity,  and 
thin  the  Blood,  will  take  off  the  Fever  ef- 
fediually.  And  Diaphoretics  which  operate 
by  infenfible  Tranfpirationy  (after  Bleedings 
if  indicated,  and  gently  emptying  the  Prirnec 
Vice)  does  the  Baiinefs  rnoji  effe<ftually,  Be- 
caufe  pi'oper  Diaphoretics  more  certainly  alter 
the  ^ualit)\  as  well  as  lefen  the  ^ant  ty  of 
the  Blood,  by  taking  off  the  Lentor ^  the 
Qaufe  of  the  h'ever,  and  thereby  bringing 
on  the  Secretions  to  their  natural  State  and 
Condition  ;  At  the  fame  Time  that  they 
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reduce  the  S^iantky  of  the  Blood,  as  San5to^ 
rius  plainly  makes  appear  j  and  that  with-  - 
out  weakening  the  Powers  of  the  Factdties^  as 
Bleeding  too  much  infifted  on  may  do  : 
Whereas  Jircng  Sudorifics,  by  over  heating 
and  thickening  the  Blood,  may  mcreafe^  in- 
ftead  of  lelJening  the  Fever,  by  hindering  the 
Secretions,  We  therefore  think  our  ejjential 
Salt  of  Rue^  which  has,  in  a  mod  eminent 
and  fiirfrifng  Manner  that  Diaphoretic  Fa¬ 
culty  and  Pow'T  of  promoting  infe?fible  Frann 
fpiration  \  v/ill  mod  effedually  take  off  the 
Lentor  of  the  Blood,  and  lejjen  its  ^lantity^ 
by  this  infenfble  Franjpiration  \  and  bring 
the  Secretions  to  their  natural  State  and  Con^ 

dition.  And  this  its  Virtue  has  been  often 

/ 

experienced,  in  all  Fevers^  without  ever  faiV 
ing  the  ExpeBation,  We  apprehend  there¬ 
fore,  not  without  Reafon,  that  the  early  and 
proper  life  of  this  effential  Salt  of  Rue^  with 
warm  Whit e-Wine  Vinegar ,  which  operates 
lo  remarkably  by  infenfble  Perfpiration^  bids 
very  fair  to  be  ih^X peculiar  and  proper  Alexk 
pharmic  of  the  Plague  and  peftilential  Fevers, 
fo  much  de fired  by  Syde72ham, 

We  are  moreover  led  to  think  our  effential 
Sait  with  warm  White-Wine  Vinegar^  the 
peculiar  and  pj^oper  Alexipharmic  of  the 
Plague,  from  comparing  its  hiown  and  fur-? 
prijing  Virtue  in  promoting  infenfble  Fran^ 
Jpiration^  and  altering  the  Quality  oj  the 
Blood 'y  with  the  true  Genius  of  that  Fever 
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called  the  Plague.  Again,  this  Remedy 
alio  recnis  to  be  the  true  ^leati  between 
Sydenham's  above-mentioned  Methods  of  cur¬ 
ing  the  Plagqe  by  Bleeding  and  Sweating  j 
and  may  reafonably  be  expedled  to  anfwer 
all  the  good  Puds  of  thofe  t%vo  JVTethods  oF 
Curej  keeping  us  free,  at  the  fame  Time, 
from  the  Inconveniencies  each  of  thofe  Me¬ 
thods  oi  large  Bleeding,  and  prcfufe  Sweating, 
are  allowed  to  be  liable  to.  For  by  the  Me¬ 
thod  and  Remedy  here  propofed,  the  Danger 
of  weakening  the  Powers  of  the  Faculties  by 
large  Bleeding,  is  avoided  on  one  Hand ; 
and  alfo  the  great  Heat,  and  thickening  of  the 
Blood  often  brought  on  by  fro7ig  Sudorifcs, 
on  the  other  Hand.  And  as  we  have  innu-- 
merable  Experiences,  of  its  great  Succefs  in 
the  Cure  of  Fevers  univerfally,  from  this  its 
molf  eminent  Facidty  of  altering  the  S>uality 
of  the  Blood,  and  promoting  infenfble  Per- 
fpt7  ation  j  we  cannot  but  very  reafonably 
hope,  •  that  our  Remedy,  duly  adminiftered 
with  warm  White-Wine  Vinegar,  and  a  pro¬ 
per  Regimen,  diluting  well  with  Sage  Pea ; 
may  prove  mofi  fuccefsftil  in  the  Cure  of  the 
Plague -And  pejiilential  Fevers  :  And  tho’  the 
iTedicine  is  fmple,  yet  no  wife  IVIan  will, 
we  think,  objed  to  it  on  Account  of  its 
Sunpheity  only. 

There  are,  indeed,  many  Circumftasices 
and  Accidents,  which  may,  and  do  frequently 
occur,  in  refped  to  Patients  vifited  with  the 
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Plague^  wl:^ch  would  be  endlefs  to  mention. 
However,  the  judicious  Pbyficiany  by  dili¬ 
gently  obferving,  and  comparing  the  feveral 
Phcsnomena^  or  Appearances  of  his  Patient's 
Diibrder ;  by  carefully  recolletling  the  Expe^ 
riments  and  Obfervations  of  thole  Phyficians, 
who  have  fuccejsjuljy  pradlifed  in  Pimes  of 
Fejlilence  j  and,  laftly,  by  ftridly  regarding 
the  Things  hurtful  and  iifejul  will  eafily  be 
directed  in  iht  prudent  mdfafe  Management 
of  his  Patient  afflidled  with  the  Plague  : 
Which,  tho*  a  very  terrible  Difeafe^  would 
not  be,  by  a  great  deal,  lo  dejlroying^  were 
that  great  Rule  of  refijiing  in  the  Beginning 
ftridliy  obferved.  For  as  we  find  in  all  the 
Records  of  the  Plague^  that  Methods  and  Me-^ 
dicines  have  proved  very  fuccefiful,  even 
when  the  Difiemper  has  gathered  great 
Strength  ^  how  much  more  Succefs  might 
theretore  be  reafonably  expeBed^  would  People 
be  careful  to  apply  early ^  and  in  the  weaker 
State  of  the  Plague  ?  In  the  lall  Plague  of 
London^  there  did  not  die  above  four  a  Week, 
for  a  Year  together ;  fo  that  there  was 
fimely  Warnings  both  for  Prefervation  and 
Cure  i  and  as  it  is  not  often  that  Plagues  kill 
fuddenl)\  there  is  no  Doubt  to  be  made,  but 
Multitudes^  in  Times  of  Plagues^  have  been 
loft  for  this  Reafon  only,  that  proper  Means 
have  not  been  ufed  i^  Pi  me. 

All  the  Ways  of  accounting  for  the  fpread-* 
ing  of  the  InJeBion  of  the  Plague  by  Hypo- 
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thefes  and  Speculations^  feem  vain  and  hurtful : 
And  tho’  ingenious  Men  may  give  very  plau- 
Jiile  Accounts^  yet  thofe  Accounts,  by  a  mors 
ingenious  Man^  may  foon  be  overturned  by 
another  Hypothefis  •  till  a  Writer  jiill  more 
ingenious  xiv3iV  that and  fo  we  may 

be  vainly  arnufed  on.  But  FaSls  are  conviu- 
cingy  and  muft  determine  in  this  Affair ;  and 
from  them  only  we  ought  to  ground  our  O//- 
luonSy  and  Jorm  our  Methods  of  Prevention 
and  Prefervation,  And  tho’  we  are  well 
aware,  that  the  current  Opinion y  thro’  Pre^ 
judice  and  Prepoffjjiony  is  againft  us ;  yet  the 
many  Fadls  we  have  produced,  as  an  Pliflo^ 
riaUy  when  duly  weighed^  will  enable  every 
one  to  form  a  truer  ''judgment  about  the 
fpreading  the  InfeBicn  of  the  Plague ;  and 
proper  Methods  of  Prevention  and  Cure: 
And  will,  moreover,  we  apprehend,  prove 
Matter  of  great  Conjolationy  becaufe  it  can¬ 
not  fail  to  lefen  the  unreafonable  and  excejjive 
Fears  of  the  People.  For  thefe  Fahls  do 
plainly  fhew,  that  we  are  not  in  any  great 
Danger  of  being  vifited  with  the  Plague  from 
foreign  Parts. 

And  with  regard  to  the  commonly  re¬ 
ceived  Opinion,  that  there  never  happen’d 
two  Plagues  alike  ;  which  is  fo  apt  to  increafe 
the  Anxiety  of  the  People,  who  from  thence 
infer  the  great  Difficulty,  and  Uncertainty  in 
curing  \hc  Plague;  we  would  hope  that  what 
we  advanced  above,  may  remos^e  that 
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^eafondble  and  hurtful  Opinion  :  But  for  the 
greater  Satisfaftion  of  our  more  learned 
ders,  we  have  this  farther  to  add,  viz.  That, 
in  our  Books  of  Phyjic^  we  fully  2ind  plainly 
taught  how  to  invejligate  and  find  out, the  Na-^ 
fare  oi  every  Diftemper  :  So  that  if^  at  any 
Time,  an  altogether  new  Diftemper  fliould 
arifeamong  us,  Hippocrates,  Celsus,  Lom- 
Mius,  Sydenham,  and  Others,  do  plainly 
direct  our  Enquiries  to  the  true  way  of  coming 
at  the  Nature  of  fuch  new  Difeafe.  For  in  or- 
.  der  to  cure  any  Difeafe,  after  the  mo^ijiatural^ 
eafyy  2iwA  practical  way  ;  they  have  inJlruBed  • 
us,  how  to  colleB  the  moft  conjlant  Symp-- 
toms  and  EffeBs  of  the  Difeafe  ;  and  clearly 
fhewed  us,  how  we  may,  with  the  greateft 
Certainty,  distinguish  the  true  Marks  or 
Signs  of  the  Difeafe  :  Namely,  thofe  which 
are  always  prefent  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
Diforder,  and  grow  up  v/ith  the  Diftemper 
to  its  height ;  and  which  abate  alfo,  and  va^ 
nijh  with  the  Difeafe :  And  thefe  Marks  and 
S  gns  carefully  dijiinguiJEd  from  all  the  other 
cafual  or  accidental  ones,  how  many  foever 
they  may  chance  to  be,  do  naturally  lead  us 
into  the  true  Genius  of  the  Diftemper.  By 
this  Method  then,  the  Nature  of  the  Plague^ 
as  well  as  of  all  other  Diftempers,  may,  by 
judicious  and  careful  Application,  be  rea¬ 
dily  found  out  ;  and  from  hence  we  are  di- 
redly  led  to  the  proper  Indications  of  Cure  : 

,  And  having  in  this  Manner  got  acquainted 
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with  the  true  Genius  of  any  Diftemper  vtt 
dre  about  to  cure,  we  fhall  hot  find  it  d 
very  difficult  Taik  to  form  2.  proper  Method 
of  Cure,  for  every  curable  Difeafe,  which 
may  at  any  Time  happen  ;  and  that,  to  the 
Honour  of  the  Phyfician,  and  the  very  great 
Comfort  of  the  Patient. 

Here,  we  fee,  that  if,  evert  an  altogether 
new  and  unheard  of  Diflemper,  ffiould  at 
any  Time  appear  among  us  5  the  above- 
mention’d  Method,  of  judicioufy  colleBing^ 
examining^  and  distinguishing  '  its  Symp¬ 
toms,  will  be  found  the  jure  way  of  coming 
at  the  Nature  or  Genius  of  fuch  new  Diflein’- 
per ;  having  at  the  fime  Time  a  due  Regard  ' 
to  the  Confitution  of  the  Air^  the  Age^  fern-- 
perament^  &c.  of  the  Perfon  affeded.  Thefe 
Things  being  carefully  obferved,  the  bounti¬ 
ful  Productions  of  divine  Providence^  will 
abundantly  fupply  us  v/ith  proper  and  effica^ 
Cious  Remedies^  for  performing  the  Cure,  when 
the  Diforder  itfelf  is  curable.  And  here,  by 
the  Way,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve, 
(what  well  deferves  to  be  remember’d  by 
everyone)  That,  were  it  poflible  to  find  out 
an  JJnlverfal  Remedy  for  the  Cure  of  all  Di- 
fte??jpers^  the  how,  and  the  when,  in  apply¬ 
ing  this  fuppofed  Rejnedy^  could  never  be  at¬ 
tained  to,  but  by  the  previous  Knowledge 
and  Learning  above-mentioned.  Hence  we 
fee,  how  hurtful  and  dejlru5live^  to  the 
Health  of  Mankind,  the  very  befl  of  Medi- 
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cines  may  prove^.  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Jkilfiil  and  ignorant  Pretender  it  being  an 
ejlablijhed  and  moft  certain  Truths  that,  with-^ 

*  out  the  perfeB  Knowledge  of  adminifiring  M?-  ' 
dicines  in  the  moji  proper  Dofe^  and  at  the 
mojl  PROPER  Pimes  oj  the  Difeafe^  thofe  Me¬ 
dicines  cannot  but  prove  oi  vtxy  uncertain 
Good^  if  they  do  not  produce  much  Injury 
at  lead,  the  more  eficacious  the  Medicine, 
the  greater  will  be,  the  Hazard.  'Tis  the 
judgment  therefore  of  the  learned  Phyfician, 
that  niuft  direB  and  determine  in  this  Point, 
to  the  Benefit  of  the  Patient  :  And  to  this 
great  Truth,  I  flatter  myfelf,  every  prudent, 
confidering  Perfon,  will  readily  agree.  And 
indeed,  the  PraBice  of  PhyfiCy  in  the  Hands 
oi judicious  and  learned  Phyficians^  is  by  no 
means  fo  precarious  and  doubt jul^  as  the  un-^ 
thinking  fort  of  People  are  apt  to  imagine. 

By  what  we  have  advanced  in  this  Trea- 
tife,  it  appears,  That  the  great  Biijinefs  of 
the  Phyfician^  is,  perfedly  to  know  the  D/- 
fianper  he  is  about  to  cure^  and  the  Force 
and  Efficacy  of  the  Medicines  he  intends  to 
adminifter  refpedively  ;  and  if  he  already 
knows,  or  can  difcover  by  Reafon  and  Prac-* 
tice^  the  particular  Ways  in  which  the  Me- 
. dicines  he  makes  ufe  of  will  aB -y  he  will 
thereby  be  inftruded,  when  one  Methody  or 
any  one  Medicine  is  moik properly  adminiftred ; 
and  why  it  miifl;  be  continued  or  laid^afide  : 
Which  is  the  Sum  and  Subfiance  of  Pbyfic. 

But 
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But  then,  how  many  Things  are  neceflary  to 
be  learned  ;  how  much  Diligence  in  Inquiry ; 
how  much  AJjiduity  in  Obfervatioiris  to  be 
ufed,  before  this  great  and  valuable  Know-’* 
hedge  can  poffibly  be  acquired  ?  And  thoje 
who  imagine  they  may  become  Phylicians 
by  a  much  eafier  and  fhorter  way^  or  that 
by  the  Strength  of  a  Nojlrum  or  two,  they 
may  commence  great  Dodiors,  as  it  were  per 
Saltufh ;  thefe  will  foon  find,  if  they  have 
any  Senje  or  Honejiy  left,  that  they  have 
taken  a  terrible  Leap  in  the  Dark, 

’Tis  obferved  in  Experience^  that  fome- 
times  the  particular  Diftemperature  of  the 
Airy  infects  human  Bodies  only.  Again,  it 
(hall  only  infeB  Animals y  fometimes  of  07te 
Kindy  and  fometimes  oi  another  •‘y  and  of 
late,  we  have  had  a  very  fatal  Experience  of 
a  moft  raging  pejiilential  Fever  among  our 
Horned  Cajiky  from  a  particular  Polution  in 
the  Air  .:  And  what  Confufioii  of  Advice,  and 
melanchollyDeJiruBion  have  we  been  WitnefiTes 
of,  in  the  prefent  raging  Sicknefs  among  the 
■Cattky  except  in  fome  few  Inftances,  where 
the  rational  Means  of  Cure  have  prevailed  ? 
Whereas,  had  the  rational  Means 
taken  place,  which  has  been  found  effeBualy 
Multitudes  of  our  Cattle  would  in  all  likely- 
hood  have  been  preferved,  that  are  now  loft  : 
For  where  Bleeding  has  been  properly  ufed, 
in  the  very  early  Time  of  the  Diftemper, 
.and  the  Cattle  have  been  houfedy  and  treated 
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with  warm  Majloes^  injecSing  Glyfters  occa^, 
fionally,  of  the  Decod:ion  of  Bran,  with  the 
Addition  of  Linfeed-Oyl,  and  forbearing  dry 
Meat  for  a  Seafon ;  and  when,  after  this, 
cooling  Purges  have  been  adcniniftred,  at 
proper  Intervals,  and  they  have  been  Rowell' d 
in  the  Dew-lap^  &c.  the  Cattle  thus  treated, 
have  generally  done  well.  But  unlefs  this 
proper  Care  be  taken,  efpecially  Bleeding,  m 
the  wtxy  fr ft  Days  of  the  Diforder,  the  Op- 
partunicy  of  curing,  is  for  the  moft  part  loft: 
For  when  the  Diftemper  is  fuff'ered  to  get  a 
Head,  there  is  little  Hopes  of  a  Recovery  j 
this  Siclmefs  among  the  Cattle,  being  evident¬ 
ly  a  moft  injianimator^  and  pejlilential  Fever, 
admitting  of  no  Delay:  For  if  once  the  In¬ 
flammation  be  fuffered  to  form,  or  fix  on 
the  LtmgS',  and  other  Vifeera  or  Bowels,  very 
little  Hopes  is  then  left. 

Now,  had  learnedPhyftciajts  been 
-appointed  to  make  a  ftrieft  Enquiry  into  the 
Nature  of  t\n^  particular  Sicknefs,  which  has 
fo  long  and  fo  terribly  raged  among  the 
Cattle  5  and  had  all  Farmers,  Cow-keepers, 
and  other  Owners  of  horned  Cattle,  been 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Diredions  of  fuch 
'appointed  Phyficians,  and  that  at  the  Public 
Expefice,  I  make  no  doubt,  they  would  long 
ago,  have  difeovered  the  Nature  and  Genius 
of  this  jatal  Illnefs  ^  and  of  Confequence 
been  direded  to  an  effeBual  Method  of  Cure  : 
1 


^ut  for  want  ef  fuch  proper  Authority  and 
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'prudent  Care,  ^lackery  has  altogether  fliame-s 
hilly  prevail’d,  and  the  rational  Means  of  Cure 
been  negledled,  to  the  exceeding  great  Da¬ 
mage  of  PartiailarSy  and  the  Public  in 
general. 

The  of  Cattle,  indeed,  have  here 

done  by  their  Beafts^  what  they,  and  too 
many  others,  (who  fhould  know  better)  ge¬ 
nerally  do  by  themfelves,  in  almofl:  all  Kinds 
of  Illneffes ;  that  is,  they  have  flattered  them¬ 
felves,  that  their  Cattle  were  not  yet  very 
bad,  delaying  the  Means  of  Cure,  with  the 
Hopes  that  the  Diforder  might  of  itfelf  go 
off  again,  by  only  waiting  awhile ;  and  in 
cafe  it  fhould  not,  they  wxre  confidently 
alTured,  that  fuch  and  fuch  .Remedies^  every 
where  recommended  to  them,  of  inoft  excel¬ 
lent  Virtue^  would  not  fail  of  curing.  And 
thus,  by  this  dangerous  delay ^  and  a  fruitlefs 
Round  of  vain^  impertinent^  and  joolijh  Trials 
and  Experiments^  ’tis  no  Wonder  their  Cat¬ 
tle  were  loft  in  the  End  :  For  in  all  acute 
Diforders  whatever^  unlefs  the  proper  Means 
of  Cure,  are  ufed  in  the  very  Beginning  of 
the  Illnefs,  little  or  no  Good  can  reafonably 
be  expected  :  Becaufe  when  once  the  Inf  am- 
mation,  thro’  Negledt  or  ill  Treatment,  is 
formed  on  any  of  principal  Bowels^  (which 
very  foon  happens  in  thefe  acute  Cafes)  little 
Hopes  of  a  Recovery  is  to  be  expected. 
Ought  not  therefore,  the  jatal  Effecfts  of  our 
negledling  the  moft  proper  Means  of  curing, 
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and  putting  a  Stop  to  this  deflruBi^e  Tfi^tm.^ 
per  among  the  Cattle,  and  of  trufting  to 
every  idle  and  randmn  Receipt  in  our  daily 
News-papers y  to  be  a  fufficient  Warning  5  and 
incline  us  to  be  more  careful  in  making  a 
proper  Frovifiony  againft  that  great  Evil  of 
^ackery ;  and  that  amajing  Supinenefs  and 
Backwardnefs  of  the  People,  in  confulting 
their  own  Good  ?  Or  fhall  we  ftill  wait  for 
more  dreadful  EfFeds  of  our  Folly  and  Infa-‘ 
-  tuation  ? 

Should  it  pleafe  God,  for  the  Punijhment 
of  our  Sins,  to  permit  fuch  a  Co77f  itution  of 
Airy  to  arife  among  us,  as  might  produce 
the  Plague  of  Pefilencey  whilft  \h2X  greater 
Plague  of  ^ackery  is  thus  raging  in  our  Na^ 
tion,  what  inevitable  Confufion  and  Deftruc- 
tion  muft  the  People  needs  be  liable  to  ?  All 
'  the  Plagues  we  have  ever  had,  have  not  de- 
ftroyed  fo  many  Lives  as  the  conftant  and 
moft  pernicious  Effeds  of  the  prevailing 
Evil  oi  ^ackery  alone,  has  done  in  this  Na¬ 
tion.  And  fhould  ever  that  Evil  be  fuffer’d 
to  add  Fuel  to  the  Fury  of  the  Plague y  how 
dreadful  would  the  Confequence  be,  how  in^ 
exprfjible  our  Miferies  ?  But  we  hope  better 
Things. 

It  is,  I  think,  generally  allowed,  that 
all  Plagues  of  Pefilencey  come,  either  imme¬ 
diately  from  Gody  or  by  his  Permiflion  ; 
From  thofe  which  the  Almightyy  in  his  juft 
Anger,  is  pleafed  to  fend  on  a  Nation  as  a 
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Scourge^  we  can  only  be  fecured  by  amende 
ing  our  Live&y  and  living  for  the  future^  in 
a  mitinued  due  Regard ^  and  reverential  Fear 
of  the  mod  aruoful  Majefy  of  the  divine  Be-- 
mg-y  endeavouring,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
the  utmofl  of  our  Power,  to  obey  all  God’s 
Commands.  This  is  the  only  fare  Preferva- 
tive,  this  the  only  Remedy,  againft  thofe  Plagues 
of  Peftilence,  which  Almighty  God,  in  his 
Anger,  fends  on  a  Nation^  as  a  particular 
and  juji  Punifment  for  the  great  and  obfti- 
nate  Wickednejfes  of  its  Inhabitants.  As  to 
the  other  Blagues  of  Beflilence,  which  for 
wife  Ends^  divine  Providence  fometimes  fuf- 
fers  to  come  on  a  Nation  we  may  reafonahly 
hope  for  a  Bleffing  on  our  Endeavours,  and 
that,  if  prudent  and  rational  Means  are 
timely  made  ufe  of  for  Prevention  and  Cure, 
they  may  prove  fuccefsjul:  And  as  Preven-- 
tion  is  better  than  Cure,  it  ought  to  be  our 
chief  Aim,  as  early  as  poffible,  to  deftroy 
the  Infection  in  the  Air,  as  we  have  hinted 
above ;  even  as  foon  as  the  leajl  Marks  of 
the  true  Plague  is  difeovered  :  For  could  we 
be  fecured  from  unwhoIfo?7ie  Air,  we  need 
never  fear  the  fpreading  of  the  Plague,  And 
tho’  it  Ihould  fo  happen,  that  fome  of  the 
People  fhould  become  infected  by  the  pefi-- 
lent  Air,  during  the  proper  Means  ufed  to 
corredl  and  dellroy  that  Polution  in  the  Air  j 
it  is  dill  Matter  of  forne  Comfort,  that  we 
are  not  wholly  left  without  a  llemedy,  even 

in 
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in  that  Cafe ;  for  the  Records  of  Plagues 
mentioned  above,  do  amply  furnifh  us  with 
fuccefsful  Means  of  cure,  in  many  Kinds  of 
Plagues  of  Peftilence  :  So  that  if  the  Sick  db 
not  negledt  to  apply  in  Time,  they  may  rea- 
fonably  hope  for  a  Cure,  from  the  Admini- 
llration  of  proper  Remedies,  diredted  by  the 
"Judgment  of  learned  Phyficians.  But  unlefs 
an  effedual  Stop  be  put  to  the  prevailing 
Humour  ,of  ^lacke'ry  among  the  People, 
and  the  unfufferable  Infolence  of  Venders  of 
their  Nojirums  and  infallible  Medicines,  lb 
called,  the  Skill  of  the  Phyfician  can  be  of 
little  or  no  Service  to  the  People  ;  and  would 
it  not  then,  be  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that 
all  the  learned  Phyficians,  might,  as  foon 
as  pollible,  Jecure  themfelves,  and  abandon 
the  People  to  their  own  obftinate  and  de- 
flrudtive  Folly  ?  But  we  truft,  our  Guardiant 
may  over-rule  this  Madnefs  of  the  People, 
for  thus  cheating  themfelves  of  their  Money 
and  Health,  by  confidering,  that  an  unjkilful 
and  promiscuous  Ufe,  of  even  the  very  befl 
Medicines,  cannot  but  be  attended  with  the 
word  of  Mifchiefs,  and  rarely  with  z.ny good 
Effed ;  more  efpecially  in  fo  very  acute  a 
Dillemper  as  the  Plague.  We  would  there¬ 
fore  earneftly  willi,  as  a  Matter  of  the  utmojl 
Confequence,  that  the  prefent  Plague  of 
Quackery,  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  fhame- 
fully  raged  in  our  Hation,  may  be  timely, pru¬ 
dently,  and  effeSlually  flopped ;  left  at  any  Time 
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it  fhould  add  its  moft  pernicious  Effeds  to  the 
Plague  of  Peftilence ;  and  io,  by  joyning 
both  their  Forces,  become  the  Means  of  a 
moft  unjpeakabk  DeJiru5iion^  among  our 
fellow  Creatures^  and  altogether  deprive  them 
of  the  rational  Means  of  Recovery  :  And  we 
doubt  not,  but  the  Goodnefs^  the  JVifdom^ 
and  Power  of  the  Legijlature^  will  readily 
concur,  with  the  prudent  Meafures  of  learn^ 
ed  Phyficians,  for  preventing  as  much  as 
poffible,  fuch  great  Cahmities  from  befalling 
the  People  of  this  Nation  :  Who  have  an 
undoubted  Right  to  all  the  Care  and  Protec¬ 
tion,  that  Guardians  of  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes  can  reafonably  procure  them.  And 
upon  proper  Application  from  our  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians ^  can  it  be  imagined,  that 
the  Wifdom  and  Humanity  of  our  GovernorSy 
will  negledt  to  lend  their  utmofl  Ajjijlanccy 
for  the  Prefervaion  of  their  own  and  the 
Peoples  Health  ?  Nothing  fare  can  be  more 
worthy  their  ferious  Confideration  and  CarCy 
than  the  Means  of  prefe7^vi?2g  Health,  that 
ine(lhnable  Bleffing,  which  we  muft  all  al¬ 
low  to  be  the  Firji  Ground^  and  77iofi  necefla- 
ry  higredient  of  every  Enjoyment  of  Life  : 
For  without  Healthy  there  can  be  no  true 
Relijh  of  any  other  Enjoyment.  Wherefore 
lince  Healthy  is  the  very  Foundation  of 
poral  Happinefs,  the  due  Means  of  preferv- 
ing  It,  and  of  reftoring  It  when  loft,  cannot 
poifibly  by  wife  and  confiderate  Perfons,  be 
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eVerefteemed  a  Matter  of  //^fo  Coricern. 
may  therefore  be  alTured,  on  a  proper  Re^ 
fnonjirancei  that  tlie  JVifdom  and  Goodnefs  of 
our  Superiors^  will  moft  readily  affift  with 
their  beft  Endeavours,  (what  to  them  (hall 
appear  moft  fitting,)  towards  redfijying  the 
prefefit  very  bad  State  of  Phyfic  in  our  Nation  j 
and  prevent  as  much  as  may  be,  the  inno¬ 
cent  People  from  falling  into  the  Hands  of 
the  infallible  Deflroyers  of  Health.  Many 
of  the  Me di ernes  indeed,  given  as  Nofrums^ 
and  advenifed  infallible  we  very  well 
know,  are  taken  from  the  Preferiptions  of 
eminent  and  learned  Phyficians ;  ,  which  thefe 
Deftroyers  of  Health,  in  fome  Meafure  dif- 
guife^  and  then,  call  them  after  their  own 
NameSf  in  order  to  deceive  the  People  into 
an  Opinion  of  their  great  Skill ;  and  entitle 
themfelves  to  Patents  and  Rewards.  But 
who  fees  not,  that  thefe  excellent 

of  great  Eficacy,  if  judicioufy  adminiftred, 
may  prove,  by  a  promifeuous  and  unjkilful 
life,  of  the  utmoft  Hurt  and  Damage  to  Man¬ 
kind  ?  Thus,  are  the  Inftrument s  oi 
wickedly  wrejied  out  of  the  Phyficians  Hands, 
and  what  was  contrived  Q.nAdfign'd  by  them, 
for  the  public  Good,  rendered  by  this  great 
Abufe^  a/>z/Mc  Mifchief  5  znA  2.  falutary  Re-^ 
medy^  is  turned  into  a  Poifon^  by  the  random 
Ufe,  and  improper  Application  of  it. 

But  it  may  here,  be  faid.  That  fever al 
good  Remedies i  are  found  out  by  Chance'^ 

forme 


fome  perhapsj  by  the  Indujlry  and  Ifigenui- 
ty  of  Perfons  not  bred  to  the  Pradice  of 
Phyfic  i  others  again,  are  found  out  by  the 
diligent  and  laborious  Refearches,  and  Expe¬ 
riences  of  the  learned  and  judiciousPhydcian  t 
all  which  Remedies,  may  become  the  Pro¬ 
perty  of  Perfons  no  way  ITcill’d  in  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Phyfic;  and  fhall  the  Pofjefjors  of 
thefe  excellent  Remedies  loofe  xht  Profit  of 
them,  and  the  Public  ths  Benefit 
be  received  from  them  ?  Would  not  this  be 
very  unreafonable  ?  We  think  it  would :  And 
do  moll  lincerely  wilh,  that  fome  proper 
Method  may  be  taken,  whereby  the  Pof- 
feflbrs  oi fitch  Remedies,  may  have  their  due 
Reward,  and  the  Public  the  real  Benefits 
of  them,  free  from  the  mifchlevous  Effedls, 
of  a  random  and  improper  Ule  of  them.  And 
here,  we  beg  leave,  humbly  to  offer,  (by 
way  of  Hint  only)  at  an  Expedient,  where¬ 
by  Nofirums,  and  Remedies  of  great  Virtue 
and  Efficacy,  may  be  fafely  and  beneficially 
adminiilred,  for  the  Service  of  the  Public, 
and  to  the  SattsfiaSlion  of  the  bonefi,  and 
private  Pojjefj'or  ;  which  Plint  is  as  follows : 
Namely,  "That  if  any  one  is  really  pollefled 
of  any  NEW  Remedy  of  extraordinary  Effi¬ 
cacy,  in  any  whatever  ;  or  has 

greatly  improved  any  already  known  Medi¬ 
cine,  by  making  it  more  efi'eSlual ;  or  has 
applied  it,  with  extraordinary  Succefs,  in  In- 

fiances  xioX  known  htfoxt,  or  the  like;  then 

'  let 


]et  the  Poffeflbrs  of  fuch  et^ccellenf  Remedies^ 
faithfully  relate  all  the  Hijiories  of  great 
SucceffeSy  to  a  Committee  of  jthe  ableji  Phyfi-- 
cianSy  and  other  learned  and  judicious  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  appointed  to  take  fuch  Examina^ 
tions :  And  if  on  fair  and  repeated  Trials, 
thofe  Remedies  (hall  be  found  to  anfwer : 
Then,  whether  they  be  new  Remedies,  or 
known  ones,  greatly  improved  5  let  the  Pof^ 
feflbrs  of  juch  Remedy  or  Remedies,  receive 
‘a  fuitabie  Rewar dy  for  the  Difeovery  of 
them,  at  the  public  Experxe  ;  and  thefe  Re^ 
medies  be  forthwith  carefully  regiftred,  in  a 
public  Stcrehoufe  of  Phyfic,  and  ?2Qne  but 
Phyficians  be  allowed  to  direct  the  Admini^ 
Jlration  of  them.  And  thus  the  Poffejjors 
will  have  their  Reward^  and  the  Public  the 
real  Benefi  of  all  fuch  fingidar  Remedies, 
void  of  their  ill  Effects:  And  the  Remedies 
themfelves,  the  Chance  o\  z  greater  Improve • 
tnent  from  the  juagment  and  Skill  of  learn^f 
cd  Phyficians. 

We  doubt  not  but  every  candid  Reader 
will  readily  perceive,  that,  throughout  our 
whole  Treatife,  we  have  no  other  End  in 
View,  than  a  laudable  Dejirey  and  Hope  of 
promoting  the  general  Good  and  Welfare  of 
the  People ;  a  IDtity  very  becoming  every 
faithful  Subject  in  his  particular  Callings 


F  I  N  J  S. 


